
Contents

Summary........................................................................................................ 5

Zusammenfassung....................................................................................... 6

Introduction...................................................................................................7

1 Theory of Public Opinion P o l ls ........................................................... 9
1.1 Historical Context and Basic Term s.................................................. 9
1.2 Creation of Public Opinion Poll and its Functions......................... 17

1.2.1 Phases of Realization of Public Opinion P o l l ......................... 19
1.2.2 Risks of Public Opinion Research...............................................22
1.2.3 Relationship Between Respondents and the Public

Opinion Research........................................................................23

2 Development of Party System of the Slovak R epublic.......................25
2.1 Restoration of Party Competition After the Year 1989 .................  25
2.2 Early Elections to the National Council of the Slovak

Republic in 1994 and the Phenomenon of M ečiarism......................31
2.3 Social Change in the 1998 Elections to the National Council

of the Slovak Republic (NR SR).......................................................... 33
2.4 The 2002 Elections to the National Council of the Slovak

Republic as a Confirmation of Pro-Western O rientation.............. 36
2.5 The 2006 Elections to the National Council of the Slovak

Republic and Change of the Power Group......................................... 39
2.6 The 2010 Elections to the National Council of the Slovak

Republic and the Rise of Protest M o o d ............................................ 41
2.7 Right-Wing Failure in the 2012 Elections to the National

Council of the Slovak Republic..........................................................43

3 Research Results of Exit Poll NR SR 2 0 1 6 ...........................................45
3.1 Timing Aspects of Voters’ Decision to Participate in Elections. . . 45
3.2 Factors Affecting Voter Participation.............................................. 46

3



3.3 Participation and Preferences of Respondents
in Parliamentary Elections 2012 and 2016.........................................48

3.4 Voting in the 2016 Elections to the National Council
of the Slovak Republic........................................................................ 51

3.5 Preferential Voting..............................................................................52
3.6 Post-Election Expectations of Voters..................................................55

4 Profiles of Voters of the Relevant Political Parties
in the 2016 Elections to the NR SR......................................................... 59
4.1 SMER -  Social Democracy................................................................59
4.3 Ordinary People and Independent Personalities

(OĽaNO -  NOVA)..............................................................................61
4.5 Kotleba -  Peoples Party -  Our Slovakia (Kotleba -  Ľudová strana

Naše Slovensko, Ľ SN S)..................................................................... 66
4.6 WE ARE FAMILY (SME RODINA -  Boris Kollár)...........................68
4.7 MOST-HÍD......................................................................................... 70
4.8 Sieť....................................................................................................... 72

5 Voter Preferences According to Key Demographic............................. 74
Characteristics.............................................................................................. 74

5.1 Who Women and Men Voted for....................................................... 74
5.2 Sympathy for Political Parties and Movements According

to Age Categories................................................................................ 77
5.3 Sympathies According to Education................................................. 84

Conclusion....................................................................................................89

Sources and Bibliography.......................................................................... 94

List of Tables and G rahps.......................................................................... 96

Appendix.......................................................................................................99

4


