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Downtown is the first history of what was once viewed as the heart of the American city. Urban
historian Robert Fogelson gives a riveting account of how downtown—and the way Americans
thought about it—changed between 1880 and 1950. Recreating battles over subways, skyscrap-
ers, elevated highways, parking bans, and other issues, this book provides a new and often star-
tling perspective on downtown’s rise and fall.
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“Superlative. . . . Exceedingly provocative as well as informative. . . . Makes a vital contribution
to the study of American life.” Publishers Weekly

“A very good book. . . . Fogelson has filled a gap in American urban history . . . that speaks to
contemporary concerns as well as historical questions.” carl Abbott, American Historical
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“A thorough and accomplished history.” samuel zipp, Washington Post Book World
“A stimulating new history of a long-neglected subject.” witold rybczynski, Wilson Quarterly
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