
CONTENTS

CONTENTS

1 In tro d u c tio n  .........................................................................................................................  11
2 C harac teristics of “T rad itional M edicine of th e  A m azon” .................................... 13
3 C harac teristics of A yahuasca .........................................................................................  16

3.1 Psychopharmacological characteristics .................................................................. 16
3.2 Sociocultural Characteristics ...................................................................................  17
3.3 Ayahuasca as a Therapeutic T o o l.............................................................................  19

4 G lobalization o f  A y ahuasca ...............................................................................................  21
5 Legal Aspects o f th e  A yahuasca Use .............................................................................  23
6 Localization o f A yahuasca in  th e  Czech Republic .................................................... 27
7 M otivation of A yahuasca Users .....................................................................................  29
8 A nthropologist as an  O utsider? .....................................................................................  36
9 M ethods ................................................................................................................................. 38
10 Results ..................................................................................................................................... 43
11 In te rp re ta tio n  of In terv iew s w ith  A yahuasca U sers ................................................  44

11.1 Style of Work ............................................................................................................... 45
11.1.1 Personality of the Organizer .......................................................................  45
11.1.2 Singing during the Ritual .............................................................................  48

11.2 Use of Ayahuasca .........................................................................................................  49
11.2.1 Context .............................................................................................................  49
11.2.2 Personal Experiences ...................................................................................  50
11.2.3 Fees ...................................................................................................................  51
11.2.4 Informal Relationships between Ayahuasca Users ................................  53

11.3 Effects of Ayahuasca ...................................................................................................  56
11.3.1 Subjective Effects ...........................................................................................  56

11.4 S p iritua lity .....................................................................................................................  58
11.4.1 Faith .................................................................................................................  59

11.5 Healing ...........................................................................................................................  62
11.5.1 Therapeutic Potential of Ayahuasca .......................................................... 64

11.6 Motivation ..................................................................................................................... 69
11.7 Use of Psychoactive Substances ...............................................................................  70

11.7.1 Experiences w ith Psychoactive Substances ..............................................  70
11.8 Diet ................................................................................................................................. 71

11.8.1 Dieting .............................................................................................................  72
12 R econstructions o f R ituals ...............................................................................................  73

12.1 Reconstruction of the “Traditional” Ritual
Organized in the Hradec Králové Region .............................................................. 73

12.2 Reconstruction of the Neoshamanic Ritual
Organized in the Moravian-Silesian Region .......................................................... 73

12.3 Reconstruction of a Neoshamanic Ritual
Organized in the South Bohemian R eg io n .............................................................. 75

13 Conclusions ...........................................................................................................................  79
14 Lim its of R esearch and  Discussion ...............................................................................  81
15 Sum m ary ............................................................................................................................... 82
16 Sum ario ................................................................................................................................. 84

9



Miroslav Horák, Nahanga Verter

17 References ..................................................................................................................  g6
18 List of Figures ............................................................................................................. gg
19 List of Tables ..............................................................................................................  99

Tö



Miroslav Horák, Nahanga Verter

17 R eferences
18 L ist o f F igures
19 L ist o f Tables


