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INTRODUCTION
This book of reference is for

1. students o f  English, for whom the English language is a second or foreign 
language, and for whom the study of literature is a part o f  the course;

2. English-speaking students beginning a broad-based study-course of literature;
3. students o f  А-level General Studies, and students on adult and continuing 

education courses, in need of a simple overview of English literature.

This volume contains entries on British writers o f  prose fiction: chiefly novels, and 
short stories. Three further volumes are planned to cover British dramatists, poets, 
and writers of non-fiction prose.

The user of this volume might wish to trace the development o f  the novel over 
time. If so, (s)he can consult the Table of Contents (page iii) for a chronological list 
of the writers — that is, for the order in which the entries are arranged.

The order is determined not only by birth and death dates, but by the year in which 
the writer’s first important work was published.

Alternatively, the user might wish to find out information about a particular writer 
— Sir Walter Scott for example. In this case (s)he can consult the Index at the back 
o f the book where authors are arranged by name alphabetically.

Each entry is in four parts. The first sets the ‘Literary Scene’, that is, a brief account 
is given of what has gone before, o f  influences on the writer, and of his/her social 
and literary context. The Scott entry begins as follows:

Literary scene The last quarter o f  the 
18th century was a time o f rapid social 
and economic change. Labourers were 
leaving the countryside as big landowners 
in Parliament enlarged their farms. This
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