
Contents

List of illustrations ix
Notes on contributors xi
Acknowledgements xv

Introduction 1
Anne Aly, Thomas Chen, Lee Jarvis and Stuart Macdonald

1 “Electronic Jihad”: the Internet as al-Qaeda’s catalyst for
global terror 8
Martin Rudner

2 The call to Jihad: charismatic preachers and the Internet 25
Angela Gendron

3 Why do terrorists migrate to social media? 45
Gabriel Weimann

4 #Westgate: a case study - How al-Shabaab used Twitter during
an ongoing attack 65
David Mair

5 Violent extremism online and the criminal trial 87
Keiran Hardy

6 Brothers, believers, brave mujahideen: focusing attention on
the audience of violent jihadist preachers 106
Anne Aly

7 Determining the role of the Internet in violent extremism and
terrorism: six suggestions for progressing research 123
Maura Conway



viii Contents

8 Grasping at thin air: countering terrorist narratives online 149
Sarah Logan

9 Narratives and counter-narratives of Islamist extremism 167
Halim Rane

Index 187


