Contents

List of Tables

List of Figures
Acknowledgments
Prologue

1 Anxiety in Democratic Life
Understanding Emotion and Anxiety
Anxiety and Politics

Information Seeking

Political Trust

Political Attitudes
Coping in a Partisan World

Partisanship and Information Seeking

Partisanship and Trust

Partisanship and Political Attitudes
Conclusion

2 What’s Your Worry? Finding and Creating Anxiety in the
American Public

Anxiety-Inducing Threats
An Unframed Threat: Public Health
Framed Threats
Immigration

Supplementary Cases
Climate Change
Terrorism

Our Approach
Method 1: Thought Listings

page x
Xii

xiii
XVii

19
20
21
23
26
28
29
31
33
34

vii



Mil Contents

Method r: News Stories Bl
Method 3: Campaign Advertisements 38
Moving Ahead 4°
3 Anxiety, Immigration, and the Search for Information 43
Anxiety and Information Processing 44
Hypotheses 47
Methodology: How to Measure Information Seeking 48
Research Design 49
Information Processing 52
Information Seeking 53
Attention
Engagement with Information 61
The Role of Partisanship 65
Conclusion 7°
4 Don’t Worry, Be Trusting? The Effect of Anxiety onPolitical
Trust 73
Anxiety and Trust 75
Hypotheses 77
An HIN1 Outbreak 77
A Smallpox Outbreak 82
Mediation 86
An Immigrant Threat? 89
Threats vs. Policies in Response to Immigration Anxiety 92
Conclusion 96
5 The Politics of Anxiety: Anxiety’s Role in Public Opinion 100
Pursuing a Safer World 101
Anxiety and the Political Environment 103
Testing Anxiety's Effect on Protective Attitudes 105
Hypotheses ion
A Public Health Crisis io”
A Warming Planet: Climate Change Study 111
A Terrorist Threat 137
Anti-Immigration Appeals 124
A Caveat in Our Model: Are There Limits on the
Effectiveness of Threatening Appeals? 131
Differences by Party 135
Conclusion 135
6 Anxiety and Democratic Citizenship 138
Learning 141
Trust x43
Political Attitudes 145

Looking Outward: Where Else Does Anxiety Play Out? 146



Contents iX

How We Study Emotion 148

Looking Forward: What Does This Line of Research Look

Like in the Futurei 151

Anxiety and Democratic Citizenship 153

Final Thoughts 155
Appendix 15y
References 215

Index 237



