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THIS COMPLETELY UPDATED EDITION OF THE 
AWARD-WINNING. BEST-SELLING ATLAS FEATURES:
•  100-plus maps created especially for middle- 

and high-school students by the world's 
preeminent mapping authority

•  70-plus full-color photographs

•  Colorful and informative thematic spreads on headline 
topics including environmental hot spots, refugees, 
global communication, and diffusion of popular culture

•  50 charts and graphs that reflect the latest data

•  Completely updated country flags and fact boxes

•  Continuity of map sizes and scales to encourage 
data comparison

•  Web links at the end of the book for finding more 
information and keeping current

•  Glossary of geographic terms

•  Thematic and place-name indexes

•  All the tools needed to prepare for any standardized 
geography test

-L - t

f ­h Ш

El  д а



Table of Contents

ABOUT EARTH
Earth in Space

LEARNING ABOUT MAPS
Map Projections 
Reading Maps 
Types of Maps 
Time Zones

• \A / « r - l  r iThe Physical World 

Earth's Geologic History 

Earth’s Land &
Water Features 

Earth's Climates 
Climate Controls 

Earth's Natural Vegetation

6
8

10
12

14

16

18
20
22
24

Earth’s Water 26
Environmental Hot Spots 28

The Political World 30
World Population 32
World Refugees 34
Quality of Life 36
World Cities 38
World Languages 40
World Religions 42

Predominant

World Economies 44

World Food 46
World Energy &

Mineral Resources 48
Globalization 50
Cultural Diffusion 52

Physical & Political Maps 56 

Climate & Precipitation 58 
Population &

Predominant Economies 60 
Canada:

Elevation & Political 62 

United States:
Elevation & Political 64 

Mexico:
Elevation & Political 66 

Focus On: Natural Hazards 68

Physical & Political Maps 

Climate & Precipitation 
Population &

Predominant Economies 
Focus On:

Amazon Rain Forest

72

74

Physical & Political Maps 
Climate & Precipitation 

Population &

Predominant Economies 86 

Focus On:

European Waterways 88

Ústřední knihovna
^ii.uuuvéoc^Ke fakuity »vJ
Přir Г
Lokace /;£Uiľ

North America: South America: 
Three-toed sloth, 
page 78



Physical & Political Maps 112 

Climate & Precipitation 114

Population &

Predominant Economies 116 

Focus On:

Great B arrie r Reef 118

Physical Maps 

Political Map 

Focus On: Antarctica's 

Extreme Environment

Antarctica:
Emperor penguins, page 125

Flags & Stats 126

Glossary 134

WebSites 136
Thematic Index 137

Place-Name Index 138

Illustra tion Credits 143


