Contents

Part I The Theoretical Context

1.

Introduction

Public and Official Discourses on Grooming
Contextualizing the Debates

Towards a New Definition of ‘Grooming’
Background to the Primary Research
Recurrent Themes

Structure of the Book

The Nature and Extent of Sexual Grooming

Lack of Settled Meaning
An Abuse of Trust
Typologies of Grooming
The Extent of Grooming
Conclusion

Legislative and Policy Frameworks on Sex Offender
Risk Management

Risk, Regulation, and Preventive Governance

An Overview of Legal Systems and Traditions

Explaining the Convergence of Penal Policies on Sex Offending
Key Developments in Sex Offender Risk Management
Conclusion

Part Il Grooming Processes and Preventive Policies

4.

and Procedures

The Grooming of Children, Families, and Communities
Locating Grooming in the Cycle of Sexual Offending

11
13
13
17

20
21
26
28
32
49

31

52
95
60
72
80

85
86



xiv Contents

Self-grooming gg
Child Grooming 119
Familial and Societal Grooming 104
Primary Research: The Grooming Process
: 145
Conclusion
5. ‘“Institutional Grooming and Abuse 147
Public Inquiries and Official Reviews 148
Sexual Offending in the Institutional Context 159
Institutional Grooming and Child Sexual Exploitation 168
within Sport
Institutional Grooming within the Catholic Church 170
Primary Research: Institutional Grooming and Abuse 175
. 195
Conclusion
6. Legislative and Policy Responses to Grooming 198
Pre-employment Vetting and Barring Schemes in the 199
United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland

Meeting a Child Following Sexual Grooming etc/Certain
Preliminary Contact/for the Purpose of Sexual Exploitation 209

Transnational Mechanisms and Protocols 223
Primary Research: Legislative and Policy Responses 297
to Grooming
. 249
Conclusion

Part 111 Future Policy Responses to Child Sexual Abuse

7. The Way Ahead: Prevention and Protection 253
Public Health Approaches: Addressing Sex Offender Risk 254
Primary and Secondary Levels of Prevention 257

: 278
Conclusion
8. Conclusion 280
Deconstructing Grooming and its Role in Sexual Offending
. : 282
against Children
Implications for Risks-Based Approaches: The Rehabilitation
of Risk’ 285

Challenges for Public Health Approaches 290



Appendix 1: Research Methodology
Appendix 2: Interview Schedule

Bibliography
Index

Contents

XV

297
299

305
357



