Contents

Introduction
Heike Delitz and Robert Seyfert

Political Anthropology
Helmuth Plessner

The Purpose of This Book

The Naturalistic Conception of Anthropology
and Its Political Ambiguity

The Path to Political Anthropology

The Universal Conception of Political Anthropology
with Regard to the Human as the Historical Subject
of Attribution of Its World

Should Universal Anthropology Proceed Empirically
or A Priori?

Two Possible A Priori Procedures

The New Possibility of Combining the A Priori and
Empirical Views according to the Principle of the
Human's Unfathomability

Excursus: Dilthey's Idea of a Philosophy of Life

The Principle of Unfathomability, or The Principle of
Open Questions

The Human as Power

The Exposure of the Human

vii

13

17
21

25
31

39
47
53



10

11
12

Excursus: Why It Is Significant for the Question of
Power That the Primacy of Philosophy or Anthropology
Is Undecidable

The Powerlessness and Predictability of the Human
The Human Is Tied to a People

Epilogue: Political Anthropology: Plessner's Fascinating
Voice from Weimar

Joachim Fischer

Notes

Glossary

Index of Names

61
77
83

89

111

123
129



