
C ontents

T ra n s la to r 's  P re fac e  vi i 

In tro d u c tio n  ix

P art I: The A n tin o m ies  o f  P o w er i

1 F irs t A n tinom y  (on th e  M eans o f Pow er) 9

Range of the antinomy— Forces, operators, and signs— Prestige— Witchcraft: 
meaning in excess— Politics of repression

2 Second A n tinom y  (on th e  Form s o f  Pow er) 25
Range of the antinomy— Distribution of powers, democracy— Political power 
and social power— Contracts of power— The surplus value of power—The case 
of the Nambikwara— The autonomy of politics

3 T hird  A n tin o m y  (on th e  Ends o f  Pow er) 41
Range of the antinomy— A case study: the function of the dead among the 
LoDagaba — Reexamination of a text by Marshall Sahlins— The social power 
of the dead— The solution of the antinomy

4 F o u rth  A n tinom y  (on th e  L im its o f Pow er) 5 7

Range of the antinomy— Space and time: reasons for the antinomy—
An illustration: a therapeutic ritual among the Ndembu— Ritual and the 
irreversibility of time — Stages of the ritual — Symbolics of the ritual: 
the Isoma case— The organization of signs— The solution of the antinomy of 
the body— Ritual and power

P art II: M e tam o rp h o se s  o f th e  Body:

P ro legom ena  to  a  T heory  o f  th e  Sym bolic O b ject 8 7

1 The F lo a tin g  S ig n if ie r  9 3

Therapy and bodily energies— The remainder, between thing and symbol



2 The Body, T ran sd u c e r o f  S igns io?
Pantomime and infralanguage — Gesturology— Infralanguage and the image of 
the body— The space of the body: exfoliations— The one-multiple and forms— 
The notion of infralanguage: rhythm and exfoliation— The return of the ritual— 
Metamorphoses of one-becoming and the image of the body— Animal-becoming: 
Kafka as ethnologist

3 The Body a n d  th e  T ra d itio n a l C om m unity  1 5 3
The monster caricature, and Arcimboldo — Reexamination of the Maori text

4 D ance an d  th e  L a u g h te r  o f B odies 1 6 5
Dance and infralanguage—The “grotesque” body in the Middle Ages

s S e rio u sn e ss  o f Sym bols an d  In c a rn a tio n  1 7 5

Potlatch and symbolic surplus value — Fixing the floating signifier and the 
supreme signifier— The example of sects—Voice and the body

6  The Body a n d  th e  Voice 1 8 7

7 T he Body in P en a l S e t tle m e n ts  1 9 7
Discussion of Kafka’s In the Penal Settlement— Change in the regime of signs— 
Ecorchés

s N ote  on  th e  F ro n tisp ie c e  o f De Humani C orporis Fabrica

by V esalius 2 1 7

P a r t III: The B ody a n d  th e  O rigin o f th e  S ta te  2 2 7 ___________________________________

1 A n th ro p o lo g y  an d  th e  P rob lem  o f th e  O rigin  o f

th e  S ta te  2 3 5

Before the State

2 C o n d itio n s  U nder W hich S o c ie tie s  w i th o u t  S ta te s  Can

B ecom e S ta te  S o c ie tie s  2 4 5
Nature of politics— Politics and the magical-religious: overlays— Towards an 
economy of the surplus value of power

3 T he O rigin  o f th e  S ta te  2 6 1
The monopoly of violence and tribal justice— The space of justice —
Conflict, exchanges, and debt— The judiciary process—Justice and State law — 
The body of the State

4 The Body o f  th e  S ta te  2 8 9

5 The S u rp lu s  V alue o f th e  P o w er o f th e  S ta te  3 0 5  

N otes 3 1 3

In d ex  3 3 1


