
CONTENTS

Preface ix 
Acknowledgments x

Chapter 1 An Introduction to the Study of Social Inequality 1
Thinking about Social Inequality 2 
Key Terms and Concepts 4 
Organization of the Book 10

Summary 11 • Critical Thinking 11 •
Web Connections 12

PART 1 E x te n t a n d  F o rm s o f Socia l In e q u a lity

Chapter 2 Class, Income, and Wealth 15
The Everyday Reality of Class 15
Two Views of the U.S. Class Structure 16
Emerging Issues in the Shaping of the U.S. Class Structure 23
Income and Wealth Inequality in the United States 25
U.S. Mobility Over Time 34
The Global Context and the Impact of Globalization 37 

Summary 40 • Critical Thinking 40 •
Web Connections 40 • Film Suggestions 41

Chapter 3 Poverty and Welfare 42

Historical Roots of U.S. Perspectives on Poverty 42
Cultural Values and the Poor 43
Myths About the Poor 45
Who Are the Poor? 47
Current Poverty Programs 52
Welfare Since the Reform Act of 1996 57
Perceptions of People on Welfare 61
U.S. Poverty and Welfare in Comparative Perspective 63 

Summary 65 • Critical Thinking 66 •
Web Connections 66 • Film Suggestions 66

Chapter 4 Status Inequality 67
The Theory of Social Status 67 
Spheres of Status in the United States 70 

Summary 87 • Critical Thinking 87 •
Web Connections 87 • Film Suggestions 88



vi Contents

Chapter 5 Power 89
Portraits of National Power Structure 89 
Distribution of Political Power 93 
Interlinkage of Economic and Political Power 100 
Ruling-Class Unity 104
Power Inequality in the Work Experience 106 

Summary 109 • Critical Thinking 110 •
Web Connections 110 • Film Suggestions 110

PART 2 C a u s e s  o f  In e q u a lity

Chapters Classical Explanations of Inequality 113
Karl Marx (1818-1883) 113
Max Weber (1864-1920) 122
Émile Durkheim (1858-1917) 129
W.E.B. Du Bois (1868-1963) 132

Critical Thinking 141 • Web Connections 141 • 
Film Suggestions 141

Chapter 7 Contemporary Explanations of Inequality 142
Inequality as Individual Difference 143
Categorical Inequalities 147
Identities, Interactions, and Inequalities 154
Theories of Intersectionality 156

Summary 159 • Critical Thinking 160 •
Web Connections 160 • Film Suggestions 160

PART 3 W in n e rs  an d  Losers

Chapter 8 Sex and Gender Inequality 163
Terms Relating to Sex and Gender 163
The Meaning and Creation of Gender 165
U.S. Gender Relations: An Historical Sketch 168
Gender Inequality Today 170
Mobility and Gender 178
Theories of Gender Inequality 181
Public Opinion About Gender 186
Globalization and Gender 187

Summary 188 • Critical Thinking 189 •
Web Connections 189 • Film Suggestions 189

Chapter 9 Sexual Orientation and Inequality 190

The Complexity of Sexuality 190



Population 192
Historical Inequality Based on Sexuality 193
Inequality Based on Sexuality Today 197
Public Opinion 201
LGB People as Status Groups 204
The Law and Sexual Orientation 205
Globalization and Sexuality 209

Summary 210 • Critical Thinking 211 •
Web Connections 211 • Film Suggestions 211

Chapter 10 Racial and Ethnic Inequality 212
The Meaning and Creation of Race 212
U.S. Racial and Ethnic Relations: An Historical Sketch 215
Racial and Ethnic Inequality Today 220
Mobility 228
Class, Color, and Race 229
Theories of Racial and Ethnic Inequality 230 

Summary 235 • Critical Thinking 235 •
Web Connections 235 • Film Suggestions 236

Chapter 11 Immigration, Place, and Religion 237
Immigration and Inequality 238 
Religion and Inequality 247 
Place and Inequality 252

Summary 257 • Critical Thinking 257 •
Web Connections 257 • Film Suggestions 258

PART 4 C o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  S ocia l In e q u a lity

Chapter 12 Inequality, Health, and the Environment 261
Physical Health 261 
Psychological Health 266
Social Inequality and Environmental Equity 273 

Summary 279 • Critical Thinking 280 •
Web Connections 280 • Film Suggestions 280

Chapter 13 Inequality, Crime, and Criminal Justice 281
Perspectives on Crime and the Law 281 
The Measurement of Crime 282 
Criminality 283
The Criminal Justice System 289 
Mass Incarceration 296

Summary 299 • Critical Thinking 300 •
Web Connections 300 • Film Suggestions 300



vi i i Contents

PART 5 S ocia l C h a n g e

Chapter 14 Social Inequality and Social Movements 303
When Do Social Movements Arise? 303 
The Labor Movement 305 
The Civil Rights Movement 312
The Women's Movement 321

Summary 328 • Critical Thinking 328 •
Web Connections 329 • Film Suggestions 329

Chapter 15 Policy Alternatives 330
Redistributive Policies 331
Developing the Capacity for Self-Sufficiency 334
Addressing Spatial Inequalities 336
Expanding and Guaranteeing Political Representation 337 

Summary 338 • Critical Thinking 338 •
Web Connections 338 • Film Suggestions 338

Glossary o f Basic Terms 339 
References 345 
Index 407

*


