
Le
ad

in
g 

Pr
im

ar
y 

G
eo

gr
ap

hy

Contents
Foreword 3

■  Section 1 : Introduction 6
Steve Rawlinson and Tessa Willy 

Navigating primary geography 8

Geography in the primary school 9

The value of geography 10

Geography’s place 11

Supporting primary geography 
professionals 12

Nurturing young geographers 14

■  Section 2: Key concepts 16
Simon Catling

Geography’s significance 18

Understanding geographical knowledge 20 

Propositional geographical knowledge 21

Substantive geographical knowledge 21

Procedural geographical knowledge 22

Thinking geographically 22

Connecting through environmental 
geography 25

В Section 3: Key skills 28
Stephen Pickering 

Geographical skills 30

Making use of maps 30

Maps for a purpose 31

Maps and stories 33

Maps and technology 34

Making meaning with vocabulary 34

Making sense through graphicacy 35

Making learning real through fieldwork 
and the outdoors 36

Learning outdoors around the school 38

Learning outdoors further afield 40

Developing skills 40

■  Section 4: Teaching approaches 42
Richard Hatwood

Different teaching approaches 44

Start local, go global 44

New and topical content 44

Questioning 45

Enquiry 46

Planning for enquiry 47

Critical thinking 47

Debate 48

Teaching for a sustainable world 51

Planning for sustainability 52

Ш  Section 5: Geography in your
curriculum 54
Richard Greenwood

Geography in the whole-school
curriculum 56

The curriculum ‘big picture’ 56

Geography’s place in the curriculum 56

Adapting to changes in national 
curricula 56

Curriculum making 57

Fundamentals of planning 58

Everyday geography 58

Powerful knowledge 59

Teachers’ subject knowledge 60

Personalising your geography teaching 61

Local geography 61

Topical geography 61

Enquiry geography 62

Cross-curricularity 63

Pupil voice 63

4



■  Section 6: Integrating geography 66

Introduction to teaching geography 
in a cross-curricular way 68
Leszek Iwaskow

Subject knowledge 68

Powerful ideas 69

Keeping in touch with the curriculum 69

Geographical themes for a 
cross-curricular approach 72

Support for a cross-curricular approach 75

Integrating geography with the
core subjects 77
Julia Tanner

Integrating with English 77

Speaking, listening, reading, writing
and drama 77

Start with a story 78

Non-fiction genres 79

Drama and role play 79

Integrating with mathematics 80

Mathematics and geographical enquiries 83 

Integrating with science 83

Integrating with the foundation subjects 
Ben Ballin 88

Finding meaningful overlaps 88

Integrating with the humanities 88

Religious education 88

PSHE 89

Citizenship 89

History 91

Integrating with the arts 94

Art and design 94

Music 96

Drama 96

Integrating geography through topics 
Susan Pike 98

Why teach geography through topics? 98

Benefits to pupils of topic-based learning 98

Advantages to teachers of topic-based 
teaching 99

Drawbacks of topic-based teaching 100

How can we plan for topics? 100

Topics based on everyday geography 102

Topics about distant places 105

Topics based on physical, human 
and environmental geography 107

■  Section 7: Effective subject
leadership 112
Paula Owens

Leading geography in your classroom 114

Informal conversations 114

Formal conversations 115

Indirect channels 118

Essential geography resources 119

Leading geography in your school 122

Developing a vision 123

Creating a school geography policy 125

Planning a curriculum 126

Managing change 128

Creating an action plan 135

Celebrating geography 135

Assessment and progression 135

Transition 147

Professional development 149

The Primary Geography Quality Mark 150

Evidence-informed teaching 151

Action research 151

Subject association support 152

CPD 153

Quality assurance 155

Subject leader impact and inspection 156

Index 158

Online support 164

Your Geographical Association 165

Contributors 166


