
CONTENTS

CHAPTER
Preface . . . • • • vii

I What is Language? . • • I

II The Origin of Language and the Invention

of Writing . . • • 23

III The Flux of Language • • 47
IV Language Families . • • 67
V The Indo-European Languages . 76

VI The Germanic Languages • • 100
VII Old English . . • • 118
vin The Vikings in England • • 142

IX The Norman Conquest • • !50
x Middle English . . • • 167

XI Early Modern English • • 188
XII English in the Scientific Age . 207

XIII English as a World Language . 227
XIV Changes in Meaning . • • 242
XV English Today and Tomorrow . 260

Glossary . . . • • 276
Suggestions for Further Reading • 291


