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Drama in schools - some basic questions answered

What do we mean by drama in schools?

What do we mean by ‘whole-class drama’?

Why is role play and drama important for every child?
What is ‘drama in education’ and ‘drama for learning’?
What drama skills do young children already have?
How does drama link to story?

Is there a difference between theatre and drama?
Who should be teaching the drama?

Who should lead and manage drama in the school?
How can | get support to teach drama?

Drama and the curriculum

Where is drama in the curriculum?

Where else could drama be in your curriculum, now and in the future?
What about assessment of drama?

The renewed Primary National Strategy Framework for literacy (DfES, 2006)
Arts Council England level descriptors for drama

What about assessment through drama?

How does drama link to Every Child Matters?

Drama publications

Which recent documents and official publications can help me to teach drama?
What drama books and other resources can help me plan and teach drama?
What about BBC Radio drama programmes for schools?

How do | choose picture books and stories for drama?

What can the Internet and World Wide Web offer my drama teaching?

A time and place for drama

Do | need the hall or a special drama space to do drama in?
What about doing drama outdoors?

Off-site drama environments

What shall | do about my role-play areas?

The role of the adult in role-play areas

What about drama clubs?
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Why should we take children to the theatre?
What about school plays?

Planning‘whole-class’drama

How do | decide what the drama will be about?

Where does the dramatic tension/interest lie?

What can help me structure a drama lesson?

How would | begin to plan a whole-class drama?

How do | introduce the idea of whole-class drama to children?

What should the adult/s be doing during the ‘whole-class drama™?

How does ‘playing alongside’ translate into a drama setting?

But How do | work in role with children?

So how do | choose a role for myself?

How do | decide roles for the children ... or do they decide?

How does my role influence theirs?

Starting the drama: what shall | use as the opening ‘hook’?

Shall | start with a warm-up/drama game?

How do | make sure they do not just mess about when | start to do drama?

What basic drama ‘ground rules’ or ‘drama contract’ do we need to have
agreed before we start?

The drama contract

What basic control signals will | need during the lesson?

How is it best to have the children positioned at the start?

Keeping the drama going: how do | decide the next drama move?
How is it best to group the children?

Should | change the groups during the lesson or keep them the same?

How can | make sure my lesson is balanced?

What should the teacher be doing during the lesson?

What happens if the drama lesson is going badly?

Bringing the lesson to a close

In what ways can | support the children’s reflection at the end of the lesson?
What about children as audience?

The Drama Units
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Resource sheet 3.1
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UnitH The Drums of Noto Hanto (Year 3, ages 7-8 years)
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