
Michael Friedman

A History of Folding in Mathematics
Mathematizingthe Margins

While it is well known that the Delian problems are impossible to solve with a 
straightedge and compass - for example, it is impossible to construct a segment whose 
length is yj2 with these instruments - the discovery of the Italian mathematician 
Margherita Beloch Piazzolla in 1934 that one can in fact construct a segment of length 
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