Chironomidae Larvae

Biology and Ecology of the
aquatic Orthocladiinae
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Within the family Chiironomidae, the subfamily
Orthocladiinae is especially well represented in flow-
ing water. Most of the species need a good supply
of oxygen and few larvae are bottom dwellers. Many
species emerge early in spring and may be scarce in
summer. Other species live in staghant and even tem-

porary water bodies.

The author has brought together information about
the life cycle and feeding behaviour of the larvae and
their response to environmental factors such as oxy-
gen conditions, current velocity and saprobity. Special
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these factors. Problems with nomenclature and identi-

fication are also briefly treated.
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