
‘No one has done more to shed light on how austerity is harming disabled 
people’s lives. This book is so im portant, it should be read at least by 
every policym aker in the country’ -  JESS PHILLIPS, MP

In austerity Britain, disabled people have been recast as worthless scroungers. 
From social care to the benefits system, politicians and the media alike have 
made the case that Britain’s 12 million disabled people are nothing but a 
drain on the public purse. In Crippled, journalist and campaigner Frances 
Ryan exposes the disturbing reality, telling the stories of those most affected 
by this devastating regime. It is at once both a damning indictment of a safety 
net so compromised it strangles many of those it catches and a passionate 
demand for an end to austerity, which hits hardest those most in need.

‘Ryan reminds us what real investigative journalism looks like. Keep this 
book on your shelves, refer to it often, and use the ammunition in its 
pages to bring back compassion and dignity for all our citizens’

-  KEN LOACH, DIRECTOR OF /, DANIEL BLAKE

‘ I wish I could force everyone in the UK to read this book. It’s a ferocious, 
thoroughly substantiated indictment of this government’s maltreatment of 
its disabled children, women and men’

-  ROB DELANEY

‘Ryan is an expert in her field. Furthermore, as a disabled person writing 
about disabled people’s rights and issues, her voice is a vital addition to 
the debate. Essential reading’

-T A N N I GREY-THOMPSON, DISABILITY RIGHTS CAMPAIGNER

‘A fascinating insight into the harsh realities of living as a disabled person 
in the twenty-first century. A must-read for anyone with a conscience’

-  LEE RIDLEY, LOST VOICE GUY
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