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institutional factors facilitate or hamper the flows of information and 
knowledge within and across firms, regions, and nations. In particular, 
they provide central insights into the roles of important institutions 
such as gender and culture, which are often neglected in the 
innovation literature, and demonstrate the key role that geography 
plays in the innovation process. They also discuss those institutions 
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development. The result is an excellent comparative picture of the 
institutional factors underlying innovation systems across the globe.
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