
C O N T E N T S

B I B L I O G R A P H I C A L  N O T E  KÍV

I N T R O D U C T I O N  i

I. THE ORI G I NS  OF D I A L E CT I C  7
1. The contingency of human existence 11
2. The soteriology of Plotinus 12
3. Plotinus and Christian Platonism. The search for the

reason of creation
• • • 234. Eriugena and Christian theogony

5. Eckhart and the dialectic of deification ^1
6. Nicholas of Cusa. The contradictions of Absolute Being 33
7. Böhme and the duality of Being 36
8. Angelus Silesius and Fénelon: salvation through annihila­

tion 37
9. The Enlightenment. The realization of man in the schema

of naturalism 39
10. Rousseau and Hume. Destruction of the belief in natural

harmony 41
11. Kant. The duality of man’s being, and its remedy 44
12. Fichte and the self-conquest of the spirit 50
13. Hegel. The progress of consciousness towards the Absolute 56
14. Hegel. Freedom as the goal of history 70

II. THE HEGELI AN LEFT 81

1. The disintegration of Hegelianism 81
2. David Strauss and the critique of religion 84
3. Cieszkowski and the philosophy of action 85
4. Bruno Bauer and the negativity of self-consciousness 88
5. Arnold Ruge. The radicalization of the Hegelian Left 92



x Contents

III. M A R X ’S T H O U G H T  IN ITS EARL I ES T  PHASE
1. Early years and studies
2. Hellenistic philosophy as understood by the Hegelians
3. Marx s studies of Epicurus. Freedom and self-consciousness

IV. HESS AND FEUERBACH
1. Hess. The philosophy of action
2. Hess. Revolution and freedom
3. Feuerbach and religious alienation
4. Feuerbach’s second phase. Sources of the religious fallacy

V. M A R X ’S EARLY P O L I T I C A L  AND 
P H I L O S O P H I C A L  W R I T I N G S
1. The state and intellectual freedom
2. Criticism oi Hegel. The state, society, individuality
3. The idea of social emancipation
4. The discovery of the proletariat

VI. TH E PARI S MANUS CRI P T S .
THE T H E O R Y  OF AL I ENAT ED LABOUR.
T HE  YOUNG ENGELS

1. Critique of Hegel. Labour as the foundation of humanity
2. The social and practical character of knowledge
3. The alienation of labour. Dehumanized man
4. Critique of Feuerbach
5. Engels’s early writings

VII. THE HOLT FAMILY

1. Communism as a historical trend. The class-consciousness
of the proletariat

2. Progress and the masses
3. The world of needs
4. The tradition of materialism

Vil i .  THE GERMAN IDEOLOGY
1. The concept of ideology
2. Social being and consciousness
3. The division of labour, and its abolition
4. Individuality and freedom
5. Stirner and the philosophy of egocentrism

96

96
99

1 0 0

1 0 8  

108 
111
1 r4 
116

120

120
122

I25
127

132

1 3 4

138

lAl
I44

4 7

148

149
150

153
^ З
l55
J59
161
163



Contents xi

6. Critique of Stirner. The individual and the community 168
7. Alienation and the division of labour 172
8. The liberation of man and the class struggle 173
9. The epistemological meaning of the theory of false con­

sciousness ! 74

IX. R E C A P I T U L A T I O N  177

X. S O CI AL I S T  I DEAS IN T HE  F I R S T  HALF OF 
T HE  N I N E T E E N T H  C E N T U R Y  AS
C O MP A R E D  W I T H  M A R X I A N  S O C I A L I S M 182

1. The rise of the socialist idea 182
2. Babouvism 184
3. Saint-Simonism 187
4. Owen 193
5. Fourier 198
6. Proudhon 203
7. Weitling 211
8. Cabet 213
9. Blanqui 214

10. Blanc 216
11. Marxism and ‘utopian socialism’ 218
12. Marx’s critique of Proudhon 224
13. The Communist Manifesto 227

XL TH E W R I T I N G S  AND S T R U G G L E S  OF MARX
AND ENGELS AF T E R 1847 234

1. Developments in the 1850s 234
2. Lassalle 238
3. The First International. Bakunin 244

XII. C A P I T A L I S M AS A D E H U M A N I Z E D  WORL D.
THE N A T U R E  OF E X P L O I T A T I O N  262

1. The controversy as to the relation of Capital to Marx’s
early writings 262

2. The classical economic tradition and the theory of value 268
3. The double form of value and the double character of

labour 271
4. Commodity fetishism. Labour-power as a commodity 276
5. The alienation of labour and of its product 281



Contents

6. The alienation of the process of socialization 285
7. The pauperization of the working class 288
8. The nature and historical mission of capitalism 291
9. The distribution of surplus value 294

XIII.  T H E  C O N T R A D I C T I O N S  OF C A P I T A L  AND
T H E I R  AB O L I T I O N .  T HE  U N I T Y  OF ANALYSIS 
AND A C T I O N  297

1. The falling rate of profit and the inevitable collapse of
capitalism 297

2. The economical and political struggle of the proletariat 302
3. The nature of socialism, and its two phases 305
4. The dialectic of Capital, the whole and the part, the

concrete and the abstract qI2
5. The dialectic of Capital consciousness and the historical

process 319
6. Comments on Marx’s theory of value and exploitation 325

XIV. T H E  M O T I V E  F ORCE S  OF T H E  H I S T O R I C A L
PROCESS 335

1. Productive forces, relations of production, superstructure 335
2. Social being and consciousness 338
3. Historical progress and its contradictions 346
4. The monistic interpretation of social relationships 351
5. The concept of class 352
6. The origin of class 358
7. The functions of the state and its abolition 358
8. Commentary on historical materialism 363

XV. T H E  D I A L E C T I C  OF N A T U R E  376
1. The scientistic approach 376
2. Materialism and idealism. The twilight of philosophy 378
3. Space and time 381
4. The variability of nature 382
5. Multiple forms of change 383
6. Causality and chance 384
7. The dialectic in nature and in thought 387
8. Quantity and quality 389
9. Contradictions in the world 390

10. The negation of the negation 392
it. Critique of agnosticism 393

xii



Contents xiii

12. Experience and theory 393
13. The relativity of knowledge 395
14. Practice as the criterion of truth 396
15. The sources of religion 397

XVI. R E C A P I T U L A T I O N  AND P H I L O S O P H I C A L
C O M M E N T A R Y  399

1. Marx’s philosophy and that of Engels 399
2. Three motifs in Marxism 408
3. Marxism as the source of Leninism 416

S E L E C T I V E  BI B L I O G R A P H Y  421
I NDEX 429


