
CONTENTS

Acknowledgments
Introduction: The Storyteller in American National Romance

PART ONE: Imagining Cultural Origins in James Fenimore Coopers The Spy i

1 Storytelling on the Neutral Ground 3
2 The Creation o f American Martyrs 12
3 From Revolutionary Legend to Historical Romance 36
4 Remembering the Revolution in The Spy 49

PART TWO: History s Revolutions in Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet
Letter 69

5 The Artifact in the Attic
6 New England’s Revolution in Hiding 81
7 Hester Prynne’s Ancestry 98
8 From Artifact to Archetype 106

PART THREE: Traces o f a Vanished World” in Owen Wisters The Virginian 133 

9 Romance and Nostalgia in The Virginian 133
10 Imagined Contexts for Frontier Heroes 144
11 Storytelling and Evolution’s Losses in The Virginian 160

Conclusion: The Storyteller’s Legacy from Quentin Compson to 
Oedipa Maas

Notes
Bibliography
Index

177
193
235
251


