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Summary
TUTELAE MEMORIA 

Pavel Hájek
HERITAGE FUND OF SOUTH BOHEMIA IN THE LAST THREE DECADES L

An overview study focusing on trends in the changes in the state of the heritage fund in democratic 
social conditions is a follow up of the Thirty Years of Heritage Care after the Fall of the Iron Curtain 
exhibition project, presenting, among other exhibits, two film documentaries showing a selection 
of South Bohemian monuments in the summer of 1989 and 2019. This first volume presents text 
focusing on the care of the village’s building heritage. 72 village conservation areas and zones were 
declared in Southern Bohemia after 1989, helping to preserve historical urbanism of the villages 
and their “public face”. The text selectively captures both positive and negative trends, which signi­
ficantly influence the current state of monuments. It notes that a significant number of decorative 
facades of rural settlements and cottages were rehabilitated on the basis of building-historical and 
restoration surveys as well as operationally produced documentation. It also gives recognition and 
shows appreciation for state financial support via several subsidies from The Ministry of Culture 
and Local Development, or South Bohemian grants. It proves that many rescue projects of these 
objects are the result of many years of effort of the owners with the professional assistance of 
monument care workers. On the other hand, it depicts the unfortunate trend of vigorous utilitarian 
adjustments to the inner parts of rural objects, the demolition of farm buildings that are no longer 
needed (especially barns) and, in some cases, the historical cores of farmhouses. The study is 
complemented by comparative photo documentation.


