Contents

Preface Vil
Acknowledgments X
Introduction 1
Part | The Rise ofthe Classical Tradition 7

Introduction

©

1 The Idea of a Science of Society: The Enlightenment and Auguste Comte 11

2 The Revolutionary Theory of Karl Marx 22
3 The Promise of Sociology: Emile Durkheim 36
4 The Ironic Social Theory of Max Weber 49
Afterword 62
Part Il Rethinking the Classical Tradition: American
Sociology 65
Introduction 67
5 The Grand Theory of Talcott Parsons and Peter Berger and Thomas
Luckmann 70
6 The Scientific Theory of Randall Collins and Peter Blau 86
7 TheMoral Sociology of C. Wright Mills and Robert Bellah 97

Afterword 114



vi CONTENTS
Part Ill Rethinking the Classical Tradition:
European Theory
Introduction
8 The Critical Theory of Jirgen Habermas
9 Stuart Hall and British Cultural Studies
10 The Critical Sociology of Anthony Giddens and Pierre Bourdieu
Afterword

Part IV Revisions and Revolts: The Postmodern Turn
Introduction

11 The Postmodern World of Jacques Derrida, Jean-Fran”ois Lyotard,
and Jean Baudrillard

12 Michel Foucault’s Disciplinary Society
13 Zygmunt Bauman’s Sociology of Postmodernity
Afterword

Part V Revisions and Revolts: Identity Politics and Theory
Introduction
14 Feminist Theory
15 Critical Race Theory
16 Lesbian, Gay, and Queer Theory
17 Colonialism and Empire .
Afterword
Epilogue: Social Theory Today

Index

1|7
119
121
134

142
155

157
159

151
178
192
201

205
207
209
231
245
261
274
277

283



