CONTENTS

Preface

Acknowledgments

1 Opting for the Best
11 Tlie Opting-for-the-Best View 5
111 Perhaps, some options that ought to be performed are
suboptimal 6
112 Not all possible events are eligible for deontic status 7
113 Alternatives matter 8
114 Oughts versus obligations 11
115 Best option versus best outcome 12
116 The best must be sufficiently good 14
117 *“Option”versus “can” 16
118 Objective oughts versus subjective oughts 17
119 Directive oughts versus evaluative oughts 24
12 Tlie Ecumenical Nature ofthe View 33
13 A Potential Objection to the Opting-for-the-Best View 41
1.4 Remaining Controversies and the Plan for the Rest of the Book

2. What Are Our Options?
21 The Need to Restrict What Can Count as an Option 50
2.2 The Necessity of Control 53
2.3 The Sufficiency of Control 71
2.4 Conclusion 72

3 Whats the Relevant Sort of Control?
31 Complete and Synchronic Control 75
3.2 Personal Control versus Subpersonal Control 90



viii

33

Contents

Rational Control versus Volitional Control 94

331 Formations of attitudes 99

332. Mixed acts toi

333 Automatic, unthinldng acts 102

3.34. Acts stemming from volitions that werent under the subjects
rational control 103

335 Acts that manifested apoor quality ofwill and were
expressive of ones deep selfbut were not under ones
rational control 104

3.36. Lapses 106

3.4 Volitional Control and the Trouble with Insisting on Always Tracing

Back to Some Intentional Act 107

35 What about Voluntary Control? no

36 Conclusion in
4. Which Options Flave Their Deontic Statuses in Virtue of Their
Own Goodness?
4.1 Omnism (All Options) and the Problem of Act Versions 114
4.2 Nonnullusism (Only Some Options) 124
4.3 Nullusism (No Option) 129
4.4 Supererogation and the Latitude Problem 131
45 Supererogation Inheritance and Evaluative Inheritance 138
4.6 Three Objections to Maximalism 139
4.6.1. Rosssparadox 141
4.6.2. The arbitrariness objection 143
4.6.3. The implausible grounds objection 144
4.7 The Implications of Maximalism 148
5 Rationalist Maximalism

51 Three More Objections to Maximalism 151

511 Tie “did 9™implies-“had the option to ¢’ objection 151
512 Gustafssonsobjection 153
513 Tie Professor Procrastinate objection 156

5.2 Tie Actualism-Possibilism Debate versus the Omnism-Maximalism

Debate 161

53 Tie Principle of Moral Flarmony and the Problem of

Overdetermination 167

5.4 Rationalist Maximalism 184



Contents

6. Maximalism and the Ought-Most-Reason View

6.1 Omnism and Maximalism about Reasons 189

6. Z The Inheritance Problem for Omnism 190

6.3 The Intuition Problem for Omnism 196

6.4 The All or Nothing Problem for Omnism  zo6

6.5 Maximalism and the Basic Belief ZI5

6.6 Objections to Maximalism about Reasons  zzo
6.6.1. Incorrect explanation zzi
6.6.Z. Incorrect weights zzz
6.6.3. Incorrect account of instrumental reasons ZZ4
6.6.4. Incorrect account of reasons to perform acts with side

effects zzy
6.7 Conclusion zz8

7. Which, if Either, Are We to Assess Directly in Terms of W hat
Ultimately Matters: Our Options or Their Prospects ?
7.1 A Case Study: Teleology, Deontology, Nonteleology,
and Agent-Centered Constraints  Z31
7. Z lgnorance versus Indeterminacy z37
7.3 Indeterminacy and Subjective Rightness z44
7.4 Indeterminacy and Objective Rightness  Z50
75 A Teleological Approach 758
7.6 Rationalist Teleological Maximalism  z6i

8. Rationalist Teleological Maximalism
81 An Illustration of How Rationalist Teleological Maximalism
Works 765
8. Z Rationalist Teleological Maximalisms Many Virtues z71
83 On What Matters and the Importance of Structure  z77

Glossary
References

Index

Z30

Z64

Z79

301

313



