
Contents

List of figures page xi
Acknowledgements xii

1 The vexatious fact of society 1

Part I The problems of structure and agency: four 
alternative solutions 31

2 Individualism versus Collectivism: querying the terms of
the debate 33

Methodological Individualism 34
Methodological Collectivism 46
Contesting the terms of the traditional debate 57

3 Taking time to link structure and agency 65

4 Elision and central conflation 93

5 Realism and morphogenesis 135

Partii The morphogenetic cycle 163

6 Analytical dualism: the basis of the morphogenetic approach 165
The parts and the people: stability and change 170

7 Structural and cultural conditioning 195
Mediation through human agency 195
Four institutional configurations and their situational logics 218
Four cultural configurations and their situational logics 229

8 The Morphogenesis of agency 247
Agency: the double morphogenesis 257
Actors: the triple morphogenesis 274
Persons: genesis and morphogenesis 280



x Contents

9 Social elaboration 294
The conditions of morphogenesis and morphostasis 295
Exchange, power and the stratified nature of social reality 297
When is there morphostasis and when morphogenesis? 308
Explaining elaboration: Analytical histories of emergence 324

Index 345


