
Contents

THE NATURE OF CATEGORY FORMATION 1

A. Essential-intuitional method 2
B. Types of definition 5
C. Functional-definitional method 16

THE CATEGORY OF RELIGION 17
A. A functional definition of religion 18
B. Implications of this functional definition 19
C. Possible objections to this definition 22

THE CATEGORY OF HISTORY 28
A. The meaning o f ‘history’ 32
B. Is religio-historical knowledge possible? 37

THE CATEGORY OF UNDERSTANDING 54
A. Functional understanding: Bronislaw Malinowski 60
B. Phenomenological understanding: Mircea Eliade 74
C. Personal understanding: Wilfred Cantwell Smith 91
D. Normative understanding: Hendrik Kraemer, Hans Küng und

Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan 106

SOME INADEQUATE CATEGORIES 126
A. Religion, an adequate primary category 126
B. ‘The religions’: Hinduism and Buddhism 134
C. Transhistorical rehgious structures 152

NOTES AND REFERENCES 155

INDEX 171


