
Contents

Forbidden to Forbid?
The Ambiguous Heritage of the Sixties

Luc Devoldere
‘Be Realistic. Demand the Impossible’
The Ambiguous Heritage of the Sixties

1 2 Geert Buelens
An Era of Early Globalisation 
The 1960s in the Low Countries

24 Cyrille Offermans
The Search for Lost Authority 
The 1960s -Again

34 Casper Thomas
Revolt of the Students 
1969 versus 2015

42 Wim Chielens
Surviving Changing Times
The Singer-Songwriter Boudewijn de Groot

54 Beatrijs Ritsema
The Price of Freedom 
On the Sexual Revolution

64 Marc Holthof
From Ice-Block Action to Peanut-Butter Floor 
Belgian and Dutch Pop Art since the 1960s

Ж4 Patrick Loobuyck
Church Bells Are Still Ringing. But the Minarets? 
Secularisation in Flanders

82 Ger Groot
A Feverish Decade
The Religious Heritage of the 1960s in the Netherlands

Ml Tom Christiaens
From Ownership to Usage
The 1960s ’Legacy of the Sharing Economy

5



100 'Beneath the Paving Stones the Beach’
A Small Anthology from and about the Sixties

An Extract from Message to the Rat King
by Harry Mulisch

An Extract from Gangrene
by Jef Geeraerts

Poems from Breach IV
by Leonard Nolens

114 Lut Pit
The Importance of De Stijl
An International Unity in Life, Art and Culture (1917-2017)

1 24 Jeroen Dewulf
The Indo Author Tjalie Robinson
Pioneer of a Multiracial Identity in the American Sixties

134 Judith van der Wei
The Secret of the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra

142 Geert van Istendael
Manneken Pis or The Subversion of a Water Pipe

150 Kees ‘t Hart
Characters in Search of an Author 
Maria Stah lie s Engagement

1 58 Luc Devoldere
A Victorian ‘Arbiter Elegantiae’
The Paintings of Sir Lawrence Alma-Tadema

1 70 Marita Mathijsen
The Most Industrious of All Centuries 
New Perspectives on the Nineteenth Centwy

1 78 Wim D’haveloose
A Wedding of Words
Sylvia Plath and Ted Hughes Revisited

1 86 Joris D’hooghe
On Duality and on Painting as Sculpture (and Sculpture as Painting) 
The Visual Work of Lili Dujourie



194 Tomas Vanheste
The Bluebird of Ghent 
One of Europe s Hidden Gems?

202 Jeroen Vullings
Fiction Is Always Non-Fiction 
The Oeuvre of Jan Brokken

An Extract from De Kozakkentuin (The Cossack Garden)
by Jan Brokken

212 DirkLeyman
What You See Is not What You Get 
The Architectural Fiction of Filip Dujardin

220 Pieter Leroy
Managing Climate Change
Adopting a Macho or a Modest Approach?

228 Ilja Veldman
The Oldest Museum in the Netherlands 
Arts and Sciences at Teylers in Haarlem

236 Elsbeth Etty
The Fierce Talent of an Unpolished Chronicler 
Dimitri Verhulst s Prose

242 Tineke Reijnders
The National DNA
Boardroom Portraits by Taco Anema

250 Piet Chielens
Flanders Fields, 1917 - A Crucial Year

258 David Stroband
‘Making the Personal Political’
Art by Hans van Houwelingen in the Public Domain

268 Philip Mosley
The Measure of Our Exile 
On the City Essays of Guy Vaes

276 Dirk Leyman
Choreographer of Letters, Servant of Text, Illustrator 
Gert Dooreman Fights Banality



Chronicle

Cultural Policy Language

286
Rudi Wester
Leeuwarden-Fryslän 2018
An Exceptional European Capital of Culture

293
Luc Devoldere
500 Years Old
The ‘Collegium Trilingue' in Leuven

Film Literature

287
Jelle Schot
Longing for Perfection
The Red Turtle by Michael Dudok de Wit

295
Jane Fenoulhet
Occupied City
Paul van Ostaijen on the Map of Modernism

289
Ivo De Kock
Breaking Free from Expected Patterns
Fien Troch

296
Maarten Dessing
Start Early and Keep Going
Flanders and the Netherlands at the Frankfurt Book 
Fair

History 297
Paul Binding

290
Reinier Salverda
Before She Became Mata Hari
Newly Discovered Letters by Margaretha Zelle

An Ingenious ‘Exercice de Style’
The Evenings by Gerard Reve

299
Stefanie van Gemert

291
Karl van den Broeck
‘The Only Friend of the Indians’
Restoring the Reputation of Father Pieter-Jan De Smet

‘Writing with Such Freshness and Agility’
A Well-Chosen Selection of Dutch Short Stories

Media

301
Rob Hartmans
From Weekly to Monthly
Vrij Nederland



Music

302
Emanuel Overbeeke
A Double Talent with a Double Personality 
Jaap van Zweden

304
Dirk Van Assche
Jazz Legend ‘Between a Smile and a Tear’ 
Toots Thielemans (1922-2016)

305
Dirk Steenhaut
A Modem Troubadour 
Jozef van Wissem and His Lute

Religion

307
Guido Marnef
Lutherans in the Low Countries 
Self-Imposed Thresholds and Calvinist Clout

Theatre

309
Jos Nijhof
A Theatre Icon from the Lowlands 
International Appreciation for Ivo Van Hove

Visual Arts 

31 1
Eric Rinckhout
Light and Balance 
Museum Voorlinden

312
Ilja Veldman
Rocky Mountain Landscapes, Vast Distances
and Mysterious Valleys
Hercules Segers and His ‘Printed Paintings ’

314
Gert Meesters
Olivier Schrauwen
The First True Internationalist of Flemish Comics

Next page:
The Sixties (Knack, 1988)
© GAL (Gerard Alsteens)

On page 112-113:
Models show ‘Mondrian fashion’ from Paris in the 
Gemeentemuseum Den Haag, 1966.
The dresses were designed by Yves Saint Laurent
Photo by Eric Koch © National Archief, Fotocollectie Anelo

9


