
Contents

List of Illustrations vii
Preface ix
Acknowledgments xi

1 Introduction 1
Other Approaches 3
y/Higher" Traditions in General 11
Further Reading 24
Websites 24

2 Backgrounds to the West 25
Geopolitics 26
City Gods and Law 27
Gilgamesh Epic 28
Gods and Oaths 31
Family and Clan Gods 32
Mystery Cults 32
Zoroastrianism 37
Greek and Roman Philosophy 45
Conclusion 51
Further Reading 52
Notes 53

? Judaism 55
Central Ideas 55
Biblical History 60
Legal Content in the Tanakh 73
Subsequent Developments 80
Ceremonies 97
Recent Organizational Developments 102
Conclusion 106
Further Reading 107
Notes 107

4 Early Christianity 109
Core Ideas 112
The Life of Christ 113
The Gospels in the Context of Judaism 120
Christianity beyond the Jewish Context 125

v



vi Contents

Formation of the Canon 141
Christianity's Two Idea Systems 143
Conclusion: The End of Early Christianity 144
Further Reading 145
Notes 146

5 Islam 147
Foundation 148
The Division Between Sunni and Shia 152
Elements of Doctrine 158
Organizations 173
Constituency 175
Baha'i 178
Ahm adiyya m ovem ent 180
The Arab Spring 181
Conclusion 183
Further Reading 184
Notes 184

6 Later Christianity 185
Roman Catholicism: Centralization 187
The Crusades and Inquisition 190
Pre-Reformation Heretical M ovements 192
The Renaissance and the Reformation 198
The Counter-Reformation 208
The Radical Reformation 213
The Great Awakenings 232
United Church of Canada 233
"M arginal" Christians 234
Critical Scholarship and Public Theology 239
Conclusion 242
Further Reading 243
Notes 244

7 Conclusion 247
Religion and Social Development 248
Religion and Ethics 249
Final Thought 251

Bibliography 253
Index 257
About the A uthor 263


