
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

CONTENTS

The Autopsy—Past and Present .......................................................................................  1

Legal, Social, and Ethical Issues.............................................. ......................................  15

Autopsy Biosafety ...........................................................................................................  24

Basic Postmortem Examination .....................................................................................  33

Postmortem Examination of Fetuses and Infants .......................................................... 55

Special Dissection Procedures ........................................................................................  66

Autopsy Photography and Radiology ............................................................................ 80

Microscopic Examination ............................................................................................... 90

Microscopic Findings .................................................................................................... 108

Supplemental Laboratory Studies................................................................................. 132

The Autopsy Report ..................................................................................................... 143

Sudden Death Due to Natural Causes ......................................................................... 150

Multiple Organ Dysfunction and Sepsis .....................................................................  161

Death Certification........................................................................................................ 168

Quality Management .................................................................................................... 178

Atlas of Gross Autopsy Pathology ..............................  186

Appendix A: Description of Gross Autopsy Findings ................................................  320

Appendix B: Measures, Weights, and Assessment of Growth and Development ..... 356

vii


