Contents

List of Figures page viii
Acknowledgments IX
A Note on Romanization and Characters Xiii
Introduction 1
A Chinese Language: Fangyan before the Twentieth

Century 35
Unchangeable Roots: Fangyan and the Creation of

a National Language 72
The Science of Language in Republican China 111
The People’s Language: Fangyan under Communism 147
The Mandarin Revolution: Fangyan in Maoist China 186
Epilogue 210
Works Cited 231

Index 256

Vi



