
CONTENTS

Acknowledgements vii

Introduction: The Long Term 1

Section 1: Theories
1 Values, Signs and Subjects 7

(i) Commodities 7
(ii) Semiotics, structuralism and signification 10
(Hi) Psychoanalysis: Freud, surrealism and Lacan 12

2 Technology, Information and Reason 16
(i) Canadians in the global village 16
(ii) Information and efficiency 21
(iii) The retreat from utopia 25

3 The Poetics of Pessimism 29
(i) Guy Debord: dialectics and spectacle 29
(ii) Jean Baudrillard: simulation and seduction 41
(iii) Paul Virilio: speed and transappearance 54
(iv) Umberto Eco: irony and hyperreality 65
(v) The televisualisation of the world 76

4 Making Sense of Simulation 80
(i) Hyperrealism: the art and practice of simulation 80
(ii) Mediation: democracy and the politics of interpretation 86
(iii) Residual realities: globalisation and the limits of

postmodernisation 92

Section 2: Cases 99
5 Disney World Culture 99
6 War in the Persian Gulf 114
7 Working with Computers 128

Conclusion
8 Pessimism of the Intellect, Optimism of the Will 143

Annotated Bibliography of Further Reading 153
References 159
Index 169


