Teaching Critical Thinking

Using Seminars for 21 st Century Literacy
Terry ftotmrts - Lauri iilifnas

This book shows how a seminar approach can lead students deeper into a
text and improve students' speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills, as
recommended by the Common Core State Standards. Roberts and Billings
provide easy-to-follow guidance on implementing Paideia Seminars, in which
students discuss a text and ask open-ended questions about it. The book
offers an array of practical resources, such as sample seminar plans, student
models, suggested texts, and ideas for assessment.

Also Availablefrom Eye On Education

Active Literacy Across the Curriculum:

Strategies for Reading, Writing,
Speaking, and Listening
Heidi Hayes Jacobs

But I'm Not a Reading Teacher:
Strategies for Literacy Instruction
in the Content Areas

Amy Benjamin

Literacy Leadership Teams:
Collaborative Leadership for
Improving and Sustaining
Student Achievement

Pamela S. Craig

Literacy from Ato Z
Barbara R. Blackburn

Family Reading Night
Darcy Hutchins, Marsha Creenfeld,
and Joyce Epstein

Rigor is NOT a Four-Letter Word

Barbara R. Blackburn

Vocabulary at the Center
Amy Benjamin and John T. Crow

Writing in the Content Areas,
Second Edition

Amy Benjamin



ADOUL TNE AUTNOIS. ... ettt a e V

Free Download and ViIdeO0..........ccceeiviei i Vi
Introduction: The Role of Thinking in Today's Schooils........................ IX
21St Century SKIlIS.........oveiiie e X
The Common Core State Standards..........cccoccveeiiee e, Xil
Thinking and ASSESSIMENTS..........ccoiiieiiiiee e Xil
Thinking IN Children...........ooo o, Xil
What's Inside This BOOK..........ccccoiuiiiiiiie e Xiil
I What Is Thinking? Can We Teach It in School?.........c...cccoceeviinninnnn, l
How Can Students Learn to Think About Texts?........ccccvivveiicieeiiieennn, 2
How Conversation Helps You ThinK..........ccccooovveiiii e, 4
Practical ThINKING.......cc.oooiiii e, 5
2 Coming to Terms: Using Language to Describe Dialogue............... 8
Teaching CompPIeX TeXIS.......covvie i 8
The Paideia Seminar: Roles and Intentions............cccceeevieeecvciee i, 9
3 The Paideia Seminar in ACHION........ccccccoeveiiiie e 12
Thinking About Infinity: An Elementary Math Seminar........................ 13
Literacy SKills and Big 1deas..........ccccvvviiiiie i 17
4 Introducing Speaking and Listening SKills.........cccccccooviiiiiinnnnne, 18
Reaching All Students During the Seminar...........ccccevvveevieeiiees e, 20
Coaching Students to Speak Up......ccccoociiieiiiiiiiie e 22
The Rough Drafts of Thoughts...........ccooveiiiii e, 23
Encouraging Differences of OpInioN.........ccccccvvviviie s 24
FACUILY SEMINAIS. ..o iiiie et 27
5 Mastering Speaking and Listening SKills...........c..cccccooiiinnen. 31
The Evolution of Literacy SKills...........cccooeviiiii e 31
SEMINAI PANNEIS.......oeeei e e e 33
Note-Taking and Reflection............ccccoeviii e, 37
Complex Thinking and Linguistic FIuency..........cccccooviiviieiiine i, 39
Judging a TexXt Fairly ... 40
Identifying Multiple Perspectives..........cccoovviiiiie e, 42

Learning to Ask Authentic QUESLIONS...........cccceeeviii i, 45



6 Developing the Mind Through Dialogue...........ccccoovviiiieiiie i, 49

The Exercise of CONVErsation..........ccccveeviiiiee i 50
Sophistication and AMPlItUde..........ccceeeviie e, 54
7 Assessing the Quality of Thoughtful Dialogue...........cc.ccccoviiivnennnn, 58
SEttiING GOAIS......ooiiiii i ————— 59
Collecting and Measuring Data............cccceevveeeiiiie e 63
Teacher Lesson Plans and Student Samples.........ccccooviiiiiiie e, 65
Self-ASSESSMENT PraCliCES. .......uvviiiiee e 89
8 Socrates Teaching Thinking: A Secondary Seminar............c........... 92
The Meno: Analyzing a Socratic Dialogue.............ccccoeeviieeiiie e, 93
Appendix A: Things Worth Talking About............cccceeviiiii e, 107
Ideas and Values for DISCUSSION..........ccccoveveiieeiiee e, 108
Appendix B: Questions Worth ASKING........cccceeviiiiiin e 110
Appendix C: Sample Seminar Texts and Plans...........ccccccococeiviinenne, 113
BIDHOGrapNy ... 159

(€ [015157= Y PP 162



