
Can maths help you win the 
lottery? Meet the right partner? 
Get to the airport on time?
Prove the existence of God?
'An atomic-powered prosthesis 
that you attach to your common 
sense', maths touches everything 
we do. Here Jordan Ellenberg 
shows how we can all use it to 
become better thinkers.
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'Funny, incisive, gloriously readable ... 
we dismiss maths at our peril, and this book 
charmingly, persuasively, puts us straight'
JAMES MCCON NACH I E, SUNDAY TIMES

'Ellenberg runs the numbers like a magician.
He can’t save you from life, but he can save you 
from everyday error'
IAIN FINLAYSON, THE TIMES

'Lucid and witty... If only all maths lessons 
were like this'
ORLANDO BIRD, FINANCIAL TIMES

'Brilliantly engaging ... Sheer intellectual joy'
WASHINGTON POST



WHEN AM I GOING TO USE THIS? 1

PARTI

Linearity

One. LESS LIKE SWEDEN 21

Two. STRAIGHT LOCALLY, CURVED GLOBALLY 31 

Three. EVERYONE IS OBESE 50 

Four. HOW MUCH IS THAT IN DEAD AMERICANS? 

Five. MORE PIE THAN PLATE 77

PART II

Inference

Six. THE BALTIMORE STOCKBROKER AND 
THE BIBLE CODE 89



„ PARTY

Existence

Seventeen. THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS
PUBLIC OPINION 365

Eighteen. "OUT OF NOTHING I HAVE CREATED 
A STRANGE NEW UNIVERSE” 393

HOW TO BE RIGHT 421

Acknowledgments 439 
Notes 443 
Index 4S9


