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Sex Estimation o f the Human Skeleton is the first comprehensive work on the theory, methods, and 
current issues for estimating biological sex o f human skeletal remains. Divided into three main sections, 
this reference text first contains a history o f sex estimation, followed by a collection of the latest 
scientific research and future considerations. Section one provides an introduction to the book and 
to sex estimation overall, including a history, practitioner preferences, and a deeper understanding 
of biological sex. The second section addresses the main methodological areas used to estimate sex 
including, qualitative and quantitative methods, statistical applications, and software/database programs. 
Each chapter, written by practicing biological anthropologists, includes a review o f older techniques, 
emphasizes the latest research and methodological improvements, and provides case studies where 
relevant. The final section addresses current considerations and future directions for sex estimation in 
forensic and bioarchaeological contexts, including DNA, secular change, and medical imaging.

This volume presents a truly comprehensive representation o f the current state o f sex estimation while 
also detailing the history and how we got to  this point, for practitioners and researchers involved in sex 
estimation.

Key features
• The first comprehensive text presenting sex estimation with historical perspectives and current 

practitioners’ practices
• Contains real case studies to underscore key sex estimation concepts
• Demonstrates the changing role o f technology in sex estimation research and practice
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