
Contents

List of tables vii
List of figures viii
Notes on contributors ix
Preface xiii

1 A theory of securitization: origins, core assumptions,
and variants 1
THIERRY BALZACQ,

2 Enquiries into methods: a new framework for
securitization analysis 31
THIERRY BALZACQ,

PARTI
The rules of securitization 55

3 Reconceptualizing the audience in securitization theory 57
SARAH LÉONARD AND CHRISTIAN KAUNERT

4 Securitization as a media frame: what happens when the
media ‘speak security5 77
FRED VULTEE

5 The limits of spoken words: from meta-narratives
to experiences of security 94
C. WILKINSON

6 When securitization fails: the hard case of
counter-terrorism programs 116
MARK B. SALTER



vi Contents

PARTII
Securitization and de-securitization in practice 133

7 Rethinking the securitization of the environment: old
beliefs, new insights 135
MARIA JULIA TROMBETTA

8 Health issues and securitization: the construction of
HIV/AIDS as a US national security threat 150
ROXANNA SJÖSTEDT

9 Securitization, culture and power: rogue states in
US and German discourse 170
HOLGER STRITZEL AND DIRK SCHMITTCHEN

10 Religion bites: Falungong, securitization/
desecuritization in the People’s Republic of China 186
JUHA A. VUORI

11 The continuing evolution of securitization theory 212
MICHAEL C. WILLIAMS

References 223
Index 251


