
INTRODUCING MINERALOGY
People have been fascinated by minerals since prehistory. The attractions of minerals 

lie in their colours, their beautiful crystals and the discovery of their uses and the 
metals that can be obtained from them. Minerals receive attention from a wide 

range of people including mining executives, collectors, prospectors, and scientists 
unravelling their molecular structure and origins but, for someone approaching 

mineralogy for the first time, the subject can appear to be overwhelmingly complex.

In Introducing Mineralogy John Mason distils the essence of mineralogy. He begins 
with the basic chemistry of minerals and the way in which the mineral kingdom 

is classified. He then considers mineral occurrences, both typical, such as the 
minerals that largely make up common rocks like granite, and atypical, such as 

concentrations of rare metals in ore-deposits. The ways in which minerals are studied 
using microscopes and the importance of careful observation and interpretation are 
discussed and the topics of mineral collecting and related issues are addressed. The 
final chapters explore the uses of minerals, both industrial and scientific, and take a 

look at environmental issues associated with mineral extraction and usage.

Lavishly illustrated in colour and complete with a glossary, the book is aimed at 
students embarking on courses in mineralogy and at the amateur collector who 
wants to find out more about the colourful rocks they may find when out walking.

John Mason is a geology graduate who has studied the old mines in the hills of mid­
Wales. He is an honorary research fellow at the National Museum of Wales, Cardiff.
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