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We live in a data-rich world in which our preferences, interactions 
and behaviours are tracked and traced in innumerable ways. 
But who controls what can be said and done with our data?

The data analytics industry has grown drastically in recent years 
so that it has become deeply embedded in social structures. 
This book is a critical examination of that industry. Drawing on 
a range of sources, David Beer considers the politics behind 
data-led processes that underpin everything from high profile 
platforms such as Spotify and Facebook, to the countless 
smaller organisations that shape our everyday lives. Using the 
central concept of the ‘data gaze', Beer urges us to consider new 
forms of data-informed knowledge, and to properly scrutinise 
the expansion and potential of the increasingly powerful data 
analytics industry.

Combining theoretical rigour with empirical clout, The Data Gaze 
is a meticulous exposition of the role of data analytics in social 
life. This book is required reading for all those -  in the social 
sciences and beyond -  who are concerned with its implications.
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