
CONTENTS
Notes for Teachers 

What is the Book about?

9
1 1

CHAPTER ONE - INTRODUCTION 13
1. Opinions
2. Genres
3. Writers and their Books
4. The Victorian Period
5. William Turner
6. Historical Background
7. Edward Elgar
8. Homework

CHAPTER TWO - Oscar Wilde 1 8
1. Wilde's Portrait
2. Wilde's Values
3. Wilde's Life Story
4. Oscar Wilde's Room in his London Home
5. The Happy Prince
6. The Importance of Being Earnest
7. Homework

CHAPTER THREE - Rudyard Kipling,
Edward Morgan Forster 24

1. Queen Victoria
2. Gustav Holst
3. Kipling's Childhood in India
4. Chart
5. Mandalay
6. Quotations
7. If
8. The Jungle Book
9. E. M. Forster: A Passage to India
10. Homework

CHAPTER FOUR - James Joyce 31
1. Famous People
2. London Underground

5



3. Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams 
4 The House Theory
5. British Writers of the Period
6. A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
7. Eveline
S. Stream of Consciousness
9. Ulysses: Extract One
10. Ulysses: Extract Two
11. Homework

CHAPTER FIVE - Virginia Woolf 42
1. The Map of London
2. Two Paintings by Duncan Grant
3. The Bloomsbury Group
4. Virginia Woolf - A Feminist Writer?
5. Portraits of Virginia Woolf
6. Mrs Dalloway
7. To the Lighthouse
8. Joyce and Woolf
9. Homework

CHAPTER SIX - David Herbert Lawrence 49
1. Art of the Period
2. Portrait
3. Quotations
4. A Poem by D. H. Lawrence
5. Sons and Lovers
6. The Rocking-Horse Winner
7. Homework

CHAPTER SEVEN - George Orwell 59
1. Important Historical and Political Events
2. Henry Moore
3. Quotation
4. Orwell's Life Story
5. Eric Blair versus George Orwell
6. Animal Farm
7. Quotation
8. Nineteen Eighty Four: Terms and Slogans
9. Nineteen Eighty Four
10. Homework

6



CHAPTER EIGHT - Theatre
(from Shaw via Beckett to Pinter) 67

1. Sculpture in Britain
2. Timeline
3. George Bernard Shaw
4. Pygmalion: Act Two
5. The Period of the 1930s and 1940s: Thomas Sterns Eliot
6. The Period of the 1950s: Samuel Beckett - Waiting for Godot
7. Harold Pinter: The Homecoming
8. Homework

CHAPTER NINE - "Angry Young Men" 77
1. England and the Class System
2. Chart
3. Lawrence Stephen Lowry
4. John Osborne: Look Back in Anger
5. Kingsley Amis: Lucky Jim
6. Allan Sillitoe: The Loneliness of the Long Distance Runner
7. Find Someone Who
8. Homework

CHAPTER TEN - Post-War Poets: Dylan Thomas and
Philip Larkin 84

1. Benjamin Britten
2. Dylan Thomas: Fern Hill
3. Under Milk Wood
4. Philip Larkin: Church Going
5. Comparison of the Two Poems
6. Homework

CHAPTER ELEVEN - Poetry of the 1960s and 1970s 90
1. Opening Game
2. The 1960s
3. Guessing: Extracts from the text
4. Edwin Morgan
5. Wendy Cope
6. Roger McGough: First Day at School
7. Robert Hill: Mrs О Neill
8. Closing Game
9. Homework

7



CHAPTER TWELVE - Roald Dahl 98
1. David Hockney
2. Twits
3. Landlady
4. Roald Dahl
5. Homework

CHAPTER THIRTEEN - Irish Writers of Today 103
1. Ireland versus England
2. The Past and the Present
3. Irish Music
4. Quotation
5. Seamus Heaney
6. Terms and Abbreviations
7. Bernard McLaverty: Walking the Dog
8. Homework

CHAPTER FOURTEEN - Women Writers 109
1. Women and Writing in the Past
2. Names on the Literary Scene
3. Women Singers
4. Muriel Spark: The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie
5. Susan Hill: Strange Meeting
6. Jeanette Winterson: Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit
7. Comparison
8. Homework

CHAPTER FIFTEEN - Writers in Britain Today
(Fiction of the 1980s and 1990s) 116

1. Richard Long: Sculpture
2. Booker Prize
3. Diversity
4. Salmon Rushdie
5. Kazuo Ishiguro: Family Supper
6. Hanif Kureishi: The Buddha of Suburbia
7. Romesh Genesekera: Reef
8. Homework
Bibliography 128

8


