CONTENTS

Acknowledgments ix
A Note on Transcriptions  xi
Lets Go Out: Stand-Up Comedy, “Folklore” or “Not Folklore™? 3

Welcome to the Show: A Vulgar Art 5

PART 1
The Opener: From Folk Talk to Stand-Up 9

CHAPTER 1
Stand-Up Comedy and a Folkloristic Approach 11

part 2
The Middle: Creating Intimacy over Distance 43

CHAPTER 2
Where Is the Stand-Up Comedian?: Stand-Up on Stage 45

CHAPTER 3
Who Is a Stand-Up Comedian?: The Social Identity 64

CHAPTER 4
Who Is This Stand-Up Comedian?: The Performance of Self 90

CHAPTER 5
What Is the Stand-Up Comedian?: Intimate Other 129



viii Contents

PART 3

The Headliner: Distance Increases 159

CHAPTER 6
Stand-Up Comedy Broadcasts 161

CHAPTER 7
Stand-Up Comedy Recordings 186

Tip Your Servers: The Validation of Laughter
Notes 219

References 229

Discography and Videography 245

Index 251



