CONTENTS

Introduction

1 General remarks on ambiguity

11 Definition of ambiguity in English

2 Ambiguity and its typologicalcategorization

21 Phonological ambiguity

2.2 Morphological ambiguity

2.3 Categorical ambiguity

2.4  Lexical ambiguity

2.5  Semantic ambiguity

2.6  Syntactical ambiguity

2.7 Discourse ambiguity

2.8  Scope ambiguity

2.9 Gender ambiguity

2.10 Pragmatic ambiguity

3 Ambiguity versus vagueness

4 Introduction to humour and humour theories
Introduction

4.1 Linguistic approach to humour

4.2 Ambiguity related theories to humour

5 Structure and typology of jokes

6 Typological characterization ofambiguity based
jokes

6.1 Jokes basedon phonological ambiguity

6.2 Jokes basedon lexical ambiguity

14
22
25
28
31
33
34
40
42
46
50
50
ol
59

62
62
67
70
76
81

83
86



6.3 Jokes based on semantic ambiguity
6.4 Jokes based onsyntactical ambiguity
7 Conclusions

Resumeé

Index

Bibliography

Excerpted literature

90

96

102
108
112
117
127



