“An altogether absorbing excursion into the imaginative realms of geographical
exploration and its persistent reincarnation in the Western psvche... From the field
site to the high court, from the exhibition hall to the advertising billboard, from
the auction room to the mission station, we see geography produced. packaged,
and paraded. A tour de force in the history of geography’s past - and present.’
David N. Livingstone, The Queen’s University of Belfast

‘Felix Driver integrates historical analvsis, post-colonial theory and social
construction of I\no“ ledge with seemingly effortless skill, lllumlnannc Victorian
society and conceptual problems in the process. His intellectual vigour and lively
style provide a narrative thrust that never flags. A genuinely eve-opening work.’
Roy Porter, Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine

Ceograph)' Militant is a compelling account of the relations between geographical
knowledge, exploration and empire.

This book traces the emergence of a modern culture of exploration, as reflected
in the role of institutions such as the Roval Geographical Society and the
reputation of explorers such as Livingstone and Stanlev. The production and
dissemination of geographical know ledoe in the age of empire involved much
more than the collection of new facts: it requnred lhe mobilization of a wide range
of material and imaginative resources. Geography Militant pays particular attention
to the contradictory and contested nature of geography, unravelling contemporary
debates over the status of fieldwork, the ethics of exploration and the relations
between science and sensationalism. These issues are of more than historical
interest, as the culture of Geogfiphy Militant continually regenerates itself in the
worlds of advertising, tourism and heritage.

This engaging book will be of interest to scholars and students in Geography,
History, Literature, Anthropology, Cultural Studies and the History of Science.

Felix Driver is Professor of Human Geography at Roval Holloway, University of
London. He is the author of Power and Pauperism (1993) and the co-editor of

Imperial Cities: Landscape, Display and Identity (1999) and Nature and Science:
Essays in the History of Geographical Knowledge (1992).

Cover illustration: Detail from cover of Stanley and African Exhibition catalogue. London. 18go.
By permission of the Roval Geographical Society.
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