
‘An a l to g e th e r  a b s o rb in g  ex cu r s io n  in to th e  imaginat ive  rea lms  of  geographica l  
explorat ion an d  its persistent re incarna tion  in the  Western psyche... From the field 
site to the  h igh cour t ,  from the  exh ib it ion  hal l to the  advert is ing bil lboard, from 
the  auct ion  room  to the  mission sta t ion,  we see g eog raphy  p rod u ced ,  packaged,  
and paraded.  A lou r  de force in the  history of  g eog raphy’s past -  and  present.’

David N. Livingstone,  The Q ueen’s U niversity o f  Belfast

'Felix D r ive r  in teg ra te s  h is to r ica l  analysis ,  pos t -co lon ia l  the o ry  an d  social 
cons t ruc t ion  of  know ledge  with seemingly  effortless skill, i l luminat ing V ictorian
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society an d  concep tua l  p rob lem s  in the  process.  His intellectual  vigour and  lively 
style provide a na rra t ive  th rus t  tha t  never  Bags. A genuine ly  eye-open ing  work.’

Roy Porter ,  Wellcome Institu te fo r  the History o f  Medicine

G eography M ilitant is a compell ing  account  of  the  relat ions between geographical  
knowledge ,  exp lora t ion  an d  em pire .

This  book  traces  th e  e m e r g e n c e  of  a m o d e rn  cu l tu re  of  exp lora t ion ,  as reflected 
in th e  ro le  o f  in s t i tu t ions  such  as th e  Royal  G e o g ra p h ic a l  Society and  the 
r e p u ta t io n  of  e x p lo re r s  such  as L iv ings tone  an d  Stanley .  T h e  p roduc t ion  and 
d i s s em in a t io n  of  g e o g ra p h ic a l  k n o w le d g e  in th e  age  o f  e m p i r e  involved much 
more  than  the  collect ion of  new facts: it required  the  mobilizat ion of a w ide range 
of  material and  imaginative resources.  G eography M ilitant pays part icular  attention 
to the  contradictory and  contested na tu re  of  geography,  unravel l ing contemporary 
d eb a te s  ove r  t h e  status  o f  f ie ldwork ,  th e  e th ics  of  e x p lo ra t io n  an d  the  relat ions 
be tw e e n  s c ience  an d  sensa t iona l i sm .  T h e s e  issues a r e  of  m o r e  t h a n  historical 
interest,  as th e  cu l tu re  of  G eogfhphy M ilitant cont inually  regenera tes  itself in the 
worlds of  advert is ing,  touri sm an d  her i tage.O '  о

T his  e n g a g i n g  b o o k  will be o f  in te res t  to  scho la r s  a n d  s tu d e n t s  in Geographv,  
History, Literature,  Anthropology,  Cultura l  Studies an d  the  History of  Science.

Felix D r i v e r  is Professor of  H u m a n  G eography  at Royal Holloway,  University of 
L ondon .  H e  is th e  a u t h o r  o f  P o u er  a n d  Pauperism  (1993) a n d  th e  co-ed i to r  of 
Im perial C ities: L andscape , D isp la y  a n d  Iden tity  (1999) an d  \a tu r e  an d  Science: 
Essays in the History* o f  G eographical K n ow ledge  (1992).

C o \e r  illustration: Detail from cover o f  Stanlev and  Vfrican Exhibition catalogue. London. 1890. 
B\ permission o f  the  Roval G eographical Society.
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