
Contents

Preface ix

A bout the Text xiv

READING  R U T H  3

Title and Overview 5

D ark  Beginnings: Famine, Removal, and D eath 7

N aom i Decides to R eturn  18

R uth  Speaks H er H eart 29

N aom i Returns to Bethlehem 35

R uth  Gleans in the Field o f  Boaz 38

First W ords 45

R eporting to N aom i 52

M atchm aking 58

A N ight on the T hreshing  Floor 66

R eporting to N aom i 73

Boaz, Redeemer 75

T he W itnesses Rejoice 88

C hildb irth  91

Birth, Redem ption, and the W ay o f Israel 99



A uthors’ A fterthoughts

Acknowledgments

Notes


