
CONTENTS

Preface................................................................................................................ ix
Foreword: Rural Schools in an Iron Cage? Words for the R ead er xi
List of F igu res ............................................................................................. xxiii
List o f Tables...............................................................................................xxvii
A cknow ledgm ents..................................................................................... xxix

1 Introduction: E uropean Rural Schools and  T heir 
Com munities: “The Stone in E urope’s Shoe?” .........................................1

Linda Hargreaves

P A R T  I
CONCEPTUALIZING A N D  M A PP IN G  

THE EUROPEAN RURAL SPACE

2 Factors Influencing Elem entary Education Systems in Selected 
European C oun tries ...................................................................................... 21
Silvie R. Kučerová , Petr Meyer; and Petr Trahorsch

3 Rural Education in a Globalized World: The Cases o f Norway
and F in land ......................................................................................................49
Karl Jan Solstad and Gunilla Karlberg- Granlund

v



vi ■ Contents

P A R T  II
ENGAGING WIT H C H A N G IN G  PATTERNS 

OF EDUCATION, SPACE, A N D  PLACE

4 Turbulent Times and Reshaped Rural School Network
in H ungary ....................................................................................................... 79
Katalin Kovács

5 A C onsideration of Czech Rural Schools From Different 
Scales: From  Centrally D irected to Autonom ous
Educational Policies.................................................................................... 103
Silvie R. Kučerová and K aterina Trnková

6 Rural Schools in Poland in the Period of Post-Socialist 
D ecentralization and D em ographic D ec lin e .......................................125
A rtur Bajer ski

7 Rural Education in Serbia: Conflict Between Rhetoric
and R eality ......................................................................................................147
Ana Pesikan, Slobodanka Antic, and Ivan Ivić

8 Developm ent and  Research o f the Rural School Situation
in S p a in ........................................................................................................... 175
Begona Vigo-Arrazola and Juana Soriano-Bozalongo

9 Small Rural Prim ary Schools in Austria: Places o f Innovation?.... 199
Andrea Raggl

10 G lobalizing the Local and  Localizing the Global: The Role of
the ICT in Isolated M ountain and Island Schools in Italy ............... 217
Giuseppina Cannella,

11 T he Role of School Boards and  School Leadership in Small 
Schools in the N etherlands........................................................................237
Marjolein Deunk and R a lf Maslowski

12 Inclusive and  Collaborative School Network P lanning
in Finland: A Critical Process for Rural Schools...............................259
Sami Tantarimäki ancd A nni Törhönen



Contents ■ vii

P A R T  III
DEVELOPING A N D  DEEPENING 
THEORETICAL E N G A G E M E N T

13 T he Rural P rim ary School H ead Teacher in the F ield ......................285
Carl Bagley and Sam Hillyard

14 Putting  Lefebvre to Work on “T he R u ra l” ............................................303
Cath Gristy

P A R T  I V
EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH A N D  SC H O O L IN G  

IN RURAL EUROPE:  C H A N G E ,  INNOVATION, A N D  H O PE

15 Schools and  T he ir C om m unities in Rural Europe:
Patterns of C h an g e ....................................................................................... 323
Cath Gristy, L inda Hargreaves, and Silvie R. Kučerová

16 Educational Research in Rural Europe: State, Status,
and  the Road A head ..................................................................................... 339
Linda Hargreaves, Cath Gristy, and Silvie R . Kučerová

Appendix: T he E uropean  M igration Crisis and  the Status
of Im m igran t C hildren  in Educational System s..................................357
Libor Jelen

A bout the E d ito rs ..........................................................................................369

A bout the C on tribu to rs ................................................................................371
In d e x .................................................................................................................377


