
PARTI 
Definition of terrorism 

1 Is terrorism still a useful analytical t erm or should it be 
abandoned? 

YES: The utility of the concept of terrorism 
Paul Wilkinson 

NO: A landscape of meaning: constructing understandings of 
political violence from the broken paradigm of 'terrorism' 
Dominic Bryan 

Discussion questions 
Further readings 

PART II 
Categories of terrorism 

2 Is there a 'new terrorism' in existence today? 

YES: The 'new terrorism' or the 'newness' of context and change 
Alexandra Bolanos 

NO: The fallacy of the new terrorism thesis 
Isabelle Duyvesteyn and Leena Malkki 



Discussion questions 
Further readings 

3 Can states be terrorists? 

Y E S : State terror: the theoretical and practical utilities and 
implications of a contested concept 
Michael Stohl 

NO: State terrorism: who needs it? 
Colin Wight 

Discussion questions 
Further readings 

PART III 
The terrorism threat 

4 Is terrorism a serious threat to international and 
national security? 

Y E S : The continuing threat to state security 
James Lutz and Brenda Lutz 

NO: Why terrorism is a much smaller threat than you think 
Ian S. Lustick 

Discussion questions 
Further readings 

5 Is WMD terrorism a likely prospect in the future? 

Y E S : W M D terrorism: a potential threat to international security 
Natividad Carpintero-Santamaria 

NO: W M D terrorism: the prospects 
John Mueller 

Discussion questions 
Further readings 

6 Does al-Qaeda continue to pose a serious international 
threat? 

Y E S : The enduring al-Qaeda threat: a network perspective 
Jeffrey B. Cozzens and Magnus Ranstorp 

NO: Al-Qaeda: a diminishing threat 
Lee Jar vis 

Discussion questions 
Further readings 



PART IV 
The causes of terrorism 

7 Is terrorism the result of root causes such as poverty 
and exclusion? 

YES: Do structural factors explain terrorism? 
DipakK. Gupta 

NO: Poverty and exclusion are not the root causes of terrorism 
L. Rowell Huesmann and Graham R. Huesmann 

Discussion questions 
Further readings 

8 Is religious extremism a major cause of terrorism? 

YES: Religious extremism as a major cause of terrorism 
Amanda Munroe and Fathali M. Moghaddam 

NO: 'Religious terrorism' as ideology 
Jeff Goodwin 

Discussion questions 
Further readings 

PART V 
Dealing with terrorism 

9 Are counterterrorism frameworks based on suppression 
and military force effective in responding to terrorism? 

Y E S : The use of force to combat terrorism 
Boaz Ganor 

NO: Wars of terror - learning the lessons of failure 
Paul Rogers 

Discussion questions 
Further readings 

10 Is the use of coercive interrogation or torture permissible 
and effective as a counterterrorism method? 

YES: The truth about American state interrogation techniques, 
torture and the ticking time-bomb terrorist 
Jeffrey Addicott 

NO: Why torture is wrong 
Robert Brecher 



Discussion questions 
Further readings 

11 Is the targeted assassination of terrorist suspects an 
effective response to terrorism? 

Y E S : A viable and vital policy option 
Stephanie Carvin 

NO: The case against targeted assassination 
Andrew Silke 

Discussion questions 
Further readings 

12 Have global efforts to reduce terrorism and political 
violence been effective in the past decade? 

Y E S : 'Looking for a needle in a stack of needles' 
Mark Cochrane 

NO: 'Using a sledgehammer to crack a nuť 
Rachel Monaghan 

Discussion questions 
Further readings 


