
CAVES
PROCESSES, DEVELOPMENT, AND MANAGEMENT

People have been interested in caves for a very long time. Our distant ancestors used them for 
shelter, as sources of water, and as places in which to conduct essential rituals. They adorned 
their walls with quite sophisticated artwork depicting both their existential and spiritual concerns. 
Caves feature in our mythology, they are used as places of worship in many cultures, and they 
are used throughout the world as places in which to store prized foodstuffs and wine. For at 
least two hundred years they have attracted scientists, artists, photographers, and recreational 
cavers. This book aims examines how caves form, the light they shed on past environments and 
climates, and the values, both environmental and cultural, that they provide to humanity.

This second edition of Caves: Processes, Development, and Management is a welcome 
revision of the author’s earlier treatment released over twenty years ago. It has been updated, 
significantly expanded, and largely rewritten. The intervening years have seen a dramatic 
increase in karst and cave research globally, with significant advances in our understanding 
of fundamental processes, in our ability to extract proxy climatic and environmental data 
from cave deposits, and in our understanding of the breadth of cave values and as a result 
the complexity of their management needs. This new edition adopts a broad international 
perspective in the research examples used and the cited literature, and has actively sought 
out material from the tropical world and the southern continents, thus avoiding the European 
and North American bias frequently found in speleological publications.

Caves: Processes, Development, and Management, Second Edition, is organised into four 
sections. In the first section, contemporary processes of cave formation are examined. The 
second section of the book deals with past processes and their physical manifestation. In the 
third section, the use of caves by various organisms from bacteria to humans is explored. 
The final section of the book reviews our changing approaches to cave management and to 
catchment management on karst terrains. The book will be of use to anyone who is interested 
in caves and karst, or who wants to understand about cave formation, development, values 
and management.
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