
Contents

From the authors Page 3

ШЯШШЖШ* Page 7

Is younger b e tte r? Page 8

Explaining Page 9

C o n cep ts  and  co n te x ts Page 9

Primary education Page 9

Pre-prim ary education Page 9

Pre-primary education around the world Page 9

Pre-primary education in English Page 10

Pre-prim ary education in your context Page 10

The w hole child Page 10

Key development areas Page 11

The developing child Page 11

Key development theories Page 11

Stage Theory Page 12

Constructivist Theory Page 14

Sociocultural Theory Page 15

The playful child Page 16

Adult-led and childd-initiated play Page 17

English learning areas Page 17

The langu ag e-learn in g  child Page 18

First language acquisition Page 18

Second language acquisition Page 20

Educating Page 22

Personal, social and emotional development Page 22

Communciation, language and literacy Page 23

Problem solving, reasoning and numeracy Page 25

Knowledge and understanding of the world Page 26

Physical development Page 27

Creative development Page 27

Collaboration Page 28

Pedagogical principles Page 30

B ibliography Page 31

Development tables Page 33

V f - T n  * Page 41

1 G etting  ready

Your setting

Your possible learning outcomes

Page 43

Page 43 

Page 44

Your groups o f children Page 45

Your childrens names Page 46

Your class puppet Page 46

•  Educating pre-prim ary children Page 51

2  G etting  s ta r te d Page 52

Managing behaviour Page 52

Managing your space Page 57

Managing your time Page 58

Managing routines Page 61

•  Educating very young children Page 67

3  S ongs, c h a n ts  an d  rhym es Page 69

W hy use them? Page 69

W hen to use them Page 70

How to select them Page 70

How to introduce them Page 70

•  Educating very young children Page 71

A ctivities Page 72

Songs Page 72

Rhymes Page 78

Singing games Page 81

Music Page 84

4  G am es an d  gam e-like  ac tiv itie s Page 86

Why use games? Page 86

Enveloping the whole child Page 86

Developing the whole child Page 86

Getting ready for games Page 88

Using games Page 88

The playground Page 89

•  Educating very young children Page 89

A ctivities Page 91

Encounter Page 91

Engage Page 97

Exploit Page 103

Playground games Page 108

5  Sharing  s to r ie s Page 114

Language and life Page 114

Diversity and differences Page 114

Traditional stories Page 114

Picturebooks Page 115

Using stories Page 116

4



Contents

Selecting stories Page 116

Staging stories Page 117

•  Educating very young children Page 118

Activities Page 119

Picturebooks Page 119

Traditional stories Page 124

6 Early literacy  Page 128

Literacy development Page 128

Literacy development and English Page 128

Literacy development in English Page 129

•  Educating very young children Page 130

Activities Page 132

Syllables Page 132

Nursery rhymes Page 134

First letter sounds Page 138

Environmental print Page 140

Picturebooks Page 143

Dramatic play Page 145

S c ien ce  and techn o lo g y  Page 147

What is S&T? Page 147

Why do S&T Page 147

Approaching S&T activities Page 147

Thinking about S&T time Page 148

Organising an S&T activity Page 149

•  Educating very young children Page 149

Activities Page 150

Experiments Page 150

Problem solving Page 154

Explorations Page 156

з  N um eracy Page 160

Number and counting Page 160

Calculating Page 160

Time Page 161

•  Educating pre-prim ary children Page 162

Activities Page 163

Counting Page 163

Maths through rhymes Page 166

Classifying and sorting Page 169

Patterns Page 170

Shapes Page 171

9  Visual a r ts Page 173

Doing and learning Page 173

Creativity and independence Page 173

Language and skills development Page 174

Materials and media Page 174

Staging visual arts activities Page 174

Carrying out visual arts activities Page 175

•  Educating very young children Page 177

A ctivities Page 179

Drawing Page 179

Printmaking Page 182

Collage Page 185

Modelling Page 187

Artist-inspired activities Page 189

1 0  Looking a t  learn ing Page 192

A variety of contexts Page 192

A melody of voices Page 192

A sharing of intentions Page 193

•  Educating very young children Page 194

A ctivities Page 195

Staff voices Page 195

Childrens voices Page 201

Family voices Page 204

И yTTg ■■ ■ ■ ■ в в н н н н н н н н н н ш Page 209

Pedagogical principles Page 211

Principle 1 Page 211

Principle 2 Page 214

Principle 3 Page 215

Principle 4 Page 217

Principle 5 Page 221

Principle 6 Page 222

Principle 7 Page 226

Principle 8 Page 228

Principle 9 Page 231

Principle 10 Page 233

Keys and Commentaries Page 237

From the editors Page 250

From the publisher Page 252


