
Table of Contents

List of Tables ix

List of Acronyms x i

About the A uthor xiii

Acknowledgments xv

Introduction: Democratic Legitimacy, Democratic Crises, Everyday 
(Political) Practice 1

Chapter 1 Bridging the Gap between Principles and Institutions: 
Meta-theoretical and Methodological
Considerations 13

Chapter 2 Procedure, Substance, Democratic Legitimacy: A
Framework for the Debate 31

Chapter 3 Two Forms of Proceduralism: Rawls’s and Habermas’s
Theories of Democratic Legitimacy 49

Chapter 4 Normative Proceduralism and Its Limitations in
“Post-metaphysical” Political Theory 85

Chapter 5 Radical Proceduralist Ideals: A Discursive
Account 103

Chapter 6 Institutional Designs as Conversation Starters: Ask
Citizens, Not Philosophers! 133



viii Table o f  Contents

Chapter 7 Conclusion: Democratic Institutions for Radical
Proceduralists and Other Citizens 163

References 173

Index 189


