
Contents

Acknowledgements xi
Additional Acknowledgements xi 11
List of Illustrations xv
Abbreviations xvi 11

1 Introduction і
1 The Constitution of Europe і
2 Philipp Melanchthon 4
3 Prior Research 7
4 Reformation of Historical Thought 13
5 Melanchthon’s Historical Works 17
6 Carton's Chronicle 25
7 Chapter Summaries 31

2 The Fourth M onarchy and the Translatio Imperii 34
1 Introduction 34
2 Universal History and the Roman Empire 35
3 Christian Historiography 37
4 Late Antiquity and the Fourth Monarchy 42
5 St. Augustine and the Six Ages 44
6 Universal History in the Early Middle Ages 46
7 The Four Monarchies in the High Middle Ages 48
8 Translationes Imperii and the Donation o f Constantine
9 Papal-Imperial Chronicles 55
10 Challenges to the Curial Theories 59
11 Early Printed Chronicles 62
12 The Germania Illustrata and Nauclerus’s Chronicle 71
13 Conclusion 82

3 Johann Carion of Bietigheim: The Berlin Court Astronomer
1 Introduction 84
2 Carion’s Early Career 88
3 Sintflut of 1524 91
4 A Second Flood Prediction 99
5 Natural Art of Astrology 101
6 The Dispute with Andreas Perlách 104
7 Carion and Königsberg 110
8 Carion and Melanchthon 112



VIII C O N T E N T S

9 Melanchthon and Annius of Viterbo 117
10 Carion’s 1532 Visit to Wittenberg 121
11 Seventy Weeks of Daniel 127
12 Celestial Signs and Portents 131
13 Carion’s Career after 1532 136
14 Conclusion 140

4 Carion’s Chronicle: A W ittenberg View of the Past 142
1 Introduction 142
2 The Reformation of Form and Structure 146
3 Translationes Imperii 149
4 The Holy Roman Empire 153
5 The Four Monarchies and the Turks 161
6 The W ittenberg World Map 166
7 The Turks in Carion’s Chronicle 169
8 Ecclesiastical History 174
9 The Melanchthon-Peucer Chronicle of 1572 185
10 Melanchthon’s Revisions 186
11 Caspar Peucer’s Revisions 191
12 The Electoral College 195
13 The Medieval Papacy 197
14 Ecclesiastical History and Periodization 199
15 Conclusion 205

5 The Transmission and Reception of Carion’s Chronicle 207
1 Introduction 207
2 The Early Transmission of Carion’s Chronicle 210
3 The Latin Transmission of the Carion-Melanchthon Chronicle 213
4 Translations 218
5 Carion’s Chronicle in the Catholic Context 223
6 Johann Funck and the 1542 Turkish Campaign 228
7 The 1546 Wittenberg Edition 236
8 The Schmalkaldic War 238
9 Unauthorized Editions of the Chronicle 239
10 Melanchthon’s Revised Chronicle 242
11 Caspar Peucer 252
12 Peucer and the Chronicle 255
13 Wittenberg and Frankfurt 258
14 Wittenberg Chronicle 266
15 The Fall of the Philippists 271
16 Conclusion 278



CONTENTS

6 The Legacy of W ittenberg Historiography 281
1 Introduction 281
2 Jean Bodin’s Attack on German Political Thought 283
3 The Initial German Response to Bodin 288
4 The Fourth Monarchy and the Theologians 296
5 The Fourth Monarchy and the Imperial Publicists 302
6 The Fourth Monarchy and the Historians 307
7 The Four Monarchies in the Graphic Arts 316
8 The Last Days of the Fourth Monarchy 325

7 Conclusion 333

Appendix A: Carion’s Chronicle -  Textual Transmission 337 
Appendix B: Carion's Chronicle -  M anuscript Notes 352 
Appendix C: Carion’s Chronicle -  Stemma of Editions 354
Appendix D: Carion’s Chronicle -  Indices to the Editions 359 
Appendix E: Carion’s Chronicle -  Census of Editions 374

Bibliography 470 
Index 535


