
Contents

Acknowledgements ix
Preface xii

1 The seven virtues o f vital memory 1

2 The expanded view o f memory 22

3 Memory and life-space: affect, forgetting and ethics 48

4 Feeling an ambivalent past: survivors o f  child sexual
abuse 86

5 Managing the memories o f others: adoptive parents
and their children 107

6 Remembering with, through and for others: surviving
the 2005 London bombings 133

7 Forgetting who you were: the forensic psychiatric unit 155

8 Recollection in later life: the reminiscence museum 178



vii i  C o n t e n t s

9 Ordinary people living with a difficult past 210

References 226
Index 239


