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This bqol\ tells the story of how, dver the’past century, dedicated observers and pioneering
s¢ientists achieved our current underetandmg of the mniverse. It was'in antiquity that Fu-

pankind first attempted to explain the universe often with the help of myths and legends.
This book, however, focuses on the time when Losmolog) finally became a true science: As

7

the reader will tearn, this was a slow process, extending over a large-part of the 20th century .

" and involving many astronomers, cosmologists and theoretlcal physicists. The book explains

Gios5 how empirical astfanomical data (e.g., Léavitt, Sllpher and Hubble) were rec0nc1led with
Einstein’s general relativity; a challenge which finalyled }-rledma , De Sitter and Lema tre,

and eventually Emstem himself, to-a consistent understandmg of'the observatl()nalcr ults.

- The reader, will realize t'h_e'extram'dmary 1mp11cat10ns of thése achlevements and how deeply
they changed our vision of the cosmos: From being small, static, immutable and eternal;

»
it became vast and dvnamua] - originating from (almost) nothing, and yet.no#, nearly 14 -
ot billion years .latet‘ undergoing atcelerated expansion. Blit, as always happens, as w.ell as pre-
cmuﬁn(%v]edge, new mystenes have also been created where previously absolute certainty
"had reigned. : e :
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