CONTENTS

Acknowledgments  ix

Preface  xi

Introduction 1
1. The Liberal Idea 13
2. The Secret History of Self-Interest 42

3. Hobbes’s Irrational Man 69

4. The Constitution of Sovereignty in Jean Bodin 100
5. Precommitment and the Paradox of Democracy 134
6. The Positive Constitutionalism of John Stuart Mill 178
7. Gag Rules or the Politics of Omission 202
8. Welfare and the Liberal Conscience 236

Conclusion 267

Notes 275
Index 323
vii



